
 United States  Agricultural 1400 Independence Ave., SW   
Department of  Marketing Washington, DC   
Agriculture  Service  20250  

 
 
         April 21, 2014 

 
Invitation to Submit Comments for Consideration to Change Dairy Market News Reporting 
Program  
 
For more than 70 years, Dairy Market News (DMN) has been administered by the Agricultural Marketing 
Service (AMS). AMS is requesting comments regarding existing reporting guidelines and market 
coverage of all DMN reporting programs.  
 
Comments should clearly include the commenter’s position on current product specifications, product 
coverage, or reporting guidelines. Any justification for proposed changes and relevant information to 
support those views should be included. Due to recent industry requests, AMS is particularly interested in 
adding and/or adjusting market coverage for selected dairy products. Three key areas of interest are: 
 

 adding market coverage of skim milk powder (SMP)  
 including resale prices in market price series 
 evaluating lactose mesh size in market price series   

 
A list of individual reports and the general Working Guidelines can be found on the DMN website along 
with the most recent DMN reports. 
 
AMS analyzes and reviews the market information then publishes reports providing commentary, market 
highs, lows, and mostly ranges. Because market information published by AMS is used by industry 
participants in making informed business decisions, it is imperative that the criteria used and products 
reported on by DMN are representative of current market conditions. This review will assure DMN 
reports remain relevant to dairy market participants. Any comment relating to any aspect of market 
reporting will be considered. Comments should be faxed, emailed, or mailed to either: 
 
Joseph Gaynor      Butch Speth 
Director, Dairy Market News      National Supervisor, Dairy Market News   
1400 Independence Ave., SW, 0231-2977  2920 Marketplace Drive, STE 202 
Washington, DC 20250-0225    Fitchburg, WI 53719-5337 
Phone: (202) 720-9351     Phone: (608) 278-4152 
Fax: (202) 720-4844     Fax: (608) 278-4141 
DMN@ams.usda.gov     DMN@ams.usda.gov  
 
Comments should be received by May 23, 2014.   
 
AMS will consider all comments received.  Based on commenter’s recommendations and supporting data, 
AMS will further explore changes to reporting guidelines and changes to market coverage.  Development 
of any permanent changes to Dairy Market News will be shared with the public in an additional comment 
period outlining the changes prior to implementation.  
 
Sincerely,  
 

 
Joseph Gaynor 
DMN, Director 
Dairy Programs 

 
Butch Speth 
DMN, National Supervisor 
Dairy Programs 

 

USDA is an equal opportunity employer and provider. 
 
List of Individual Reports: http://www.ams.usda.gov/AMSv1.0/DairyMarketNewsReleaseDaysTimes   
Working Guidelines: http://www.ams.usda.gov/AMSv1.0/getfile?dDocName=STELPRDC5106284  
DMN Reports: http://www.ams.usda.gov/AMSv1.0/WeeklyPrintedReportsMain 

http://www.ams.usda.gov/AMSv1.0/DairyMarketNewsReleaseDaysTimes
http://www.ams.usda.gov/AMSv1.0/getfile?dDocName=STELPRDC5106284
http://www.ams.usda.gov/AMSv1.0/WeeklyPrintedReportsMain
http://www.ams.usda.gov/AMSv1.0/ams.fetchTemplateData.do?more=R.OptionalDataTable1&template=TemplateR&navID=MarketNewsAndTransportationData&leftNav=MarketNewsAndTransportationData&page=DairyMarketNewsReleaseDaysTimes
http://www.ams.usda.gov/AMSv1.0/getfile?dDocName=STELPRDC5106284
http://www.ams.usda.gov/AMSv1.0/ams.fetchTemplateData.do?template=TemplateL&navID=FindaMarketNewsreportDairyLandingPage&rightNav1=FindaMarketNewsreportDairyLandingPage&topNav=&leftNav=CommodityAreas&page=DairyMarketNews&description=Dairy+Market+News
mailto:DMN@ams.usda.gov
mailto:DMN@ams.usda.gov


1 -- Dairy Market News surveys nearly100 retailers, comprising over 14,000 individual stores, with online weekly advertised features.
2 -- Date range reflects two-week period, however only one data collection per retailer is made during the period.

Dairy Market News Branch

Agricultural
Marketing
Service

National Dairy Retail Report
Websites: http://www.marketnews.usda.gov/portal/da and http://www.ams.usda.gov/mnreports/dybretail.pdf

Volume 81- Number 18 Issued Biweekly Thursday, May 1, 2014

Advertised Prices for Dairy Products at Major Retail Supermarket Outlets 04/21 to 05/02

     Yogurt ads increased by 20% while cheese ads declined by 25% from 2 weeks ago.  This leaves yogurt as the most
advertised dairy category.   Butter and cream cheese ad numbers significantly declined after Easter and Passover. 

     4-6 ounce Greek yogurt ad volume leads the other types of yogurt.  The average advertised price of $1.00 is up 1 
cent from two weeks ago and 2 cents from this period last year.  4-6 ounce yogurt has an average price of $.49, down 2
cents from two weeks ago but 1 cent above last year.  32 ounce Greek yogurt with an average price of $4.55, is $1.56 
over two weeks ago and 77 cents over last year.  32 ounce yogurt has a price of $2.28, 29 cents above two weeks ago 
but 7 cents below last year.

     Ads for 8 ounce shredded cheese declined 40% from two weeks ago.  The average price, $2.37, is down 7 cents 
from the last report but up 10 cents from last year.  8 ounce block cheese ad numbers are up 18%.  The average price 
is $2.43, 22 cents higher than two weeks ago but 1  cent below last year.

     48-64 ounce ice cream has an average price of $3.26, up 24 cents from both two weeks ago and last year.  Prices 
ranged from $1.99 to $5.50, varying due to brand and package size.

     Conventional milk half gallons have an average advertised price of $1.83 and organic milk half-gallons have a price 
of $3.32.  This results in a conventional-organic price spread of $1.49, third lowest  of this year, during which the price 
spread has ranged from $0.67 to $2.07.  Last year at this time the price spread was $1.38.
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NATIONAL -- CONVENTIONAL DAIRY PRODUCTS

Commodity Type Pack Size

THIS PERIOD TWO WEEKS AGO LAST YEAR

Stores
With Ads

Wtd Avg
Price

Stores
With Ads

Wtd Avg
Price

Stores
With Ads

Wtd Avg
Price

Butter 1 # 1647    2.91 11364    2.85 2139    3.04
Cheese Natural Varieties 8 oz block 4903    2.43 4153    2.21 5565    2.44
Cheese Natural Varieties 1 # block 142    4.31 2045    4.31 1829    4.19
Cheese Natural Varieties 2 # block 1546    7.63 1435    7.96 1494    6.60
Cheese Natural Varieties 8 oz shred 6394    2.37 10732    2.44 8423    2.27
Cheese Natural Varieties 1 # shred 1734    4.00 1153    4.62 263    4.38
Cottage cheese 16 oz 2630    1.79 2629    2.44 3050    1.96
Cream cheese 8 oz 1877    1.73 9353    1.52 3805    1.66
Flavored milk All fat tests half gallon 919    2.48 278    1.46 752    2.10
Flavored milk All fat tests gallon 389    4.25 120    3.29 539    4.33
Ice cream 48-64oz 11712    3.26 11103    3.02 11778    3.02
Milk All fat tests half gallon 555    1.83 300    1.82 2033    2.21
Milk All fat tests gallon 1422    2.93 1537    3.15 1221    2.73
Sour cream 16 oz 5432    1.66 5797    1.66 5371    1.68
Yogurt Greek 4-6 oz 10225    1.00 9470     .99 9184     .98
Yogurt Greek 32 oz 1536    4.55 235    2.99 1126    3.78
Yogurt Yogurt 4-6 oz 7151     .49 5772     .51 7279     .48
Yogurt Yogurt 32 oz 690    2.28 829    1.99 1519    2.35

REGIONAL -- CONVENTIONAL DAIRY PRODUCTS

Commodity Type Pack Size

NORTHEAST U.S. SOUTHEAST U.S. MIDWEST U.S.

Price
Range

Stores
with
Ads

Wtd
Avg
Price

Price
 Range

Stores
 with 
Ads

Wtd
 Avg
Price

Price
 Range

Stores
with
Ads

Wtd Avg
Price

Butter 1 #   2.44-3.99 949    2.98   3.00 66    3.00

Cheese Natural Varieties 8 oz block   1.88-3.00 2044    2.45   1.67-3.50 1649    2.51   1.99-2.50 588    2.08

Cheese Natural Varieties 1 # block   4.99 62    4.99

Cheese Natural Varieties 2 # block   7.49 112    7.49   7.49-7.97 253    7.86

Cheese Natural Varieties 8 oz shred   1.88-3.00 2309    2.52   1.67-2.99 1797    2.25   1.99-2.50 550    2.09

Cheese Natural Varieties 1 # shred   3.79-3.99 468    3.83   3.79-5.79 326    4.53

Cottage cheese 16 oz   1.79-2.99 1111    2.18   1.28-2.49 540    1.58   1.33-1.99 300    1.54

Cream cheese 8 oz   1.33-2.50 1355    1.78   1.50 202    1.50   1.00 98    1.00

Flavored milk All fat tests half gallon   1.67-2.99 681    2.47   1.66 70    1.66

Flavored milk All fat tests gallon   4.99 100    4.99   3.99 195    3.99   3.99 94    3.99

Ice cream 48-64oz   1.99-3.50 3412    2.72   2.99-5.50 2876    3.94   1.49-3.99 1284    3.04

Milk All fat tests half gallon   1.67-2.99 191    2.11   1.99 126    1.99   1.66 70    1.66

Milk All fat tests gallon   3.49 223    3.49   2.99-3.00 307    2.99   2.59-2.69 445    2.64

Sour cream 16 oz   1.00-2.50 2106    1.62   1.28-2.00 520    1.62   1.50 98    1.50

Yogurt Greek 4-6 oz   0.88-1.25 2871     .99   0.88-1.00 2923     .99   0.79-1.00 1234     .98

Yogurt Greek 32 oz   3.99-4.99 297    4.78   4.49 58    4.49

Yogurt Yogurt 4-6 oz   0.40-0.70 2378     .51   0.49-0.60 1778     .50   0.40-0.50 653     .47
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Commodity Type Pack Size

NORTHEAST U.S. SOUTHEAST U.S. MIDWEST U.S.

Price
Range

Stores
with
Ads

Wtd
Avg
Price

Price
 Range

Stores
 with 
Ads

Wtd
 Avg
Price

Price
 Range

Stores
with
Ads

Wtd Avg
Price

Yogurt Yogurt 32 oz   2.39 56    2.39   1.88-2.50 432    2.16

Commodity Type Pack Size

SOUTH CENTRAL U.S. SOUTHWEST U.S. NORTHWEST U.S.

Price
Range

Stores
with Ads

Wtd Avg
Price

Price
Range

Stores
with Ads

Wtd
Avg
Price

Price
Range

Stores
with Ads

Wtd Avg
Price

Butter 1 #   3.19 70    3.19   2.99 192    2.99   2.50-3.50 370    2.64

Cheese Natural Varieties 8 oz block   2.00-2.99 272    2.74   1.98-2.50 350    2.23

Cheese Natural Varieties 1 # block   3.79 80    3.79

Cheese Natural Varieties 2 # block   7.49-7.99 234    7.75   6.99-7.99 649    7.81   6.99 298    6.99

Cheese Natural Varieties 8 oz shred   1.99-2.99 989    2.32   1.99-2.50 417    2.20   2.50-3.00 332    2.87

Cheese Natural Varieties 1 # shred   3.50-3.99 376    3.71   3.50-4.49 366    4.25   3.49-3.79 198    3.61

Cottage cheese 16 oz   1.34 276    1.34   1.33-1.89 273    1.46   1.33-1.99 130    1.58

Cream cheese 8 oz   1.99 222    1.99

Flavored milk All fat tests half gallon   2.99 118    2.99   2.49 50    2.49

Ice cream 48-64oz   2.50-5.50 1119    3.60   2.49-3.99 2071    3.14   2.49-3.99 950    3.26

Milk All fat tests half gallon   1.25-1.99 168    1.47

Milk All fat tests gallon   1.99-2.99 185    2.45   2.50-3.79 262    3.20

Sour cream 16 oz   1.34-1.89 906    1.69   0.99-2.00 1206    1.74   1.00-2.50 596    1.65

Yogurt Greek 4-6 oz   1.00 954    1.00   1.00 1293    1.00   0.87-1.25 950    1.04

Yogurt Greek 32 oz   4.49 234    4.49   4.49 649    4.49   4.49 298    4.49

Yogurt Yogurt 4-6 oz   0.40-0.50 409     .48   0.40-0.50 1505     .48   0.40-0.50 428     .48

Yogurt Yogurt 32 oz   2.50 202    2.50

NATIONAL -- ORGANIC DAIRY PRODUCTS

Commodity Type Pack Size

THIS PERIOD TWO WEEKS AGO LAST YEAR

Stores
With Ads

Wtd Avg
Price

Stores
With Ads

Wtd Avg
Price

Stores
With Ads

Wtd Avg
Price

Butter 1 # 1727    4.50 305    3.99 505    4.02

Cheese Natural Varieties 8 oz block 376    4.30

Cheese Natural Varieties 8 oz shred 141    3.98

Ice cream 48-64oz 143    5.99 143    5.99

Milk All fat tests half gallon 621    3.32 456    3.25 1078    3.59

Milk All fat tests gallon 118    6.99 1492    5.91 345    5.39

Milk All fat tests 8 oz UHT 1604     .99 1213    1.00 574    1.05

Yogurt Greek 4-6 oz 2043    1.05 1815    1.05

Yogurt Yogurt 4-6 oz 1733     .86 133     .65 470     .66

Yogurt Yogurt 32 oz 1565    2.89 364    3.23
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REGIONAL -- ORGANIC DAIRY PRODUCTS

Commodity Type Pack Size

NORTHEAST U.S. SOUTHEAST U.S. MIDWEST U.S.

Price
Range

Stores
with
Ads

Wtd
Avg
Price

Price
 Range

Stores
 with 
Ads

Wtd
 Avg
Price

Price
 Range

Stores
with
Ads

Wtd Avg
Price

Butter 1 #   3.98-4.99 488    4.70   4.99 58    4.99

Cheese Natural Varieties 8 oz block   3.98-4.49 376    4.30

Cheese Natural Varieties 8 oz shred   3.98 141    3.98

Milk All fat tests half gallon   2.98 202    2.98

Milk All fat tests 8 oz UHT   1.08 128    1.08   1.00 58    1.00

Yogurt Greek 4-6 oz   1.00 404    1.00   1.00 1023    1.00   1.00-1.50 407    1.25

Yogurt Yogurt 4-6 oz   0.50-0.88 175     .74   0.88 58     .88   0.75 201     .75

Yogurt Yogurt 32 oz   2.99 235    2.99   2.69-2.79 363    2.72   2.99 206    2.99

Commodity Type Pack Size

SOUTH CENTRAL U.S. SOUTHWEST U.S. NORTHWEST U.S.

Price
Range

Stores
with Ads

Wtd Avg
Price

Price
Range

Stores
with Ads

Wtd
Avg
Price

Price
Range

Stores
with Ads

Wtd Avg
Price

Butter 1 #   4.29-4.49 234    4.39   4.29-4.49 649    4.40   4.29-4.49 298    4.37

Milk All fat tests half gallon   3.49 419    3.49

Milk All fat tests gallon   6.99 118    6.99

Milk All fat tests 8 oz UHT   1.00 234    1.00   1.00 768    1.00   0.83-1.00 416     .95

Yogurt Greek 4-6 oz   1.00 209    1.00

Yogurt Yogurt 4-6 oz   0.88 234     .88   0.88 649     .88   0.88-1.00 416     .91

Yogurt Yogurt 32 oz   2.79-2.99 276    2.85   2.79-2.99 485    2.95

Notice:  Effective with Report 12, 2013, the tables breaking out information by national and store brands are no longer available.

REGIONAL DEFINITIONS

As used in this report, regions include the following states:

NORTHEAST U.S. Connecticut, Delaware, Massachusetts, Maryland, Maine, New Hampshire, New jersey, New York, Pennsylvania, Rhode 
Island and Vermont

SOUTHEAST U.S. Alabama, Florida, Georgia, Mississippi, North Carolina, South Carolina, Tennessee, Virginia and West Virginia
MIDWEST U.S. Iowa, Illinois, Indiana, Kentucky, Michigan, Minnesota, North Dakota, Nebraska, Ohio, South Dakota and Wisconsin
SOUTH CENTRAL U.S. Arkansas, Colorado, Kansas, Louisiana, Missouri, New Mexico, Oklahoma, and Texas
SOUTHWEST U.S. Arizona, California, Nevada and Utah
NORTHWEST U.S. Idaho, Montana, Oregon, Washington, and Wyoming
NATIONAL Continental United States


