
1 -- Dairy Market News surveys more than 150 retailers, comprising nearly 16,000 individual stores, with online weekly advertised features.
2 -- Date range reflects two-week period, however only one data collection per retailer is made during the period.
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Advertised Prices for Dairy Products at Major Retail Supermarket Outlets 09/10 to 09/21

The big shift in dairy advertising during this reporting period is the decline in cheese ad numbers and increase in yogurt
ad numbers, the second and third largest categories.  Ice cream ads rebounded even though Labor Day has passed 
and fall has almost arrived.  

The most advertised cheese category, 8 ounce shredded, has a national weighted average advertised price of $2.07, a 
7.6% price decrease from last cycle.  The weighted average price for 8-ounce blocks, $2.08, is a 9.6% price decrease 
from the last cycle.   The weighted average advertised price of 4-6 ounce yogurt is $.52, unchanged from two weeks 
ago, and for 4-6 ounce Greek yogurt $1.00, also unchanged.  The weighted average advertised price for 48-64 ounce 
ice cream containers is $3.11, up 1% from two weeks ago.   

Ice cream in 48-64 ounce containers remains the single most advertised item this survey period.  However, if all 
package sizes of yogurt are totaled, yogurt has more ads than 48-64 ounce ice cream, with cheese in third place.   
Cheese and yogurt reversed position from two weeks ago, with total cheese ads declining 23.0% and yogurt ads 
increasing 84.0%.  

Conventional milk’s national weighted average advertised price for half gallons this period, $2.41, is 2 cents below two 
weeks ago.   Organic milk’s national weighted average advertised price for half gallons, $3.23, is down 24 cents, after 
declining 44 cents two weeks ago.  This results in an organic-conventional half-gallon milk advertised price spread of 
$0.82, down from $1.04 two weeks ago and $1.65 four weeks ago.   

Yogurt Cheese Ice cream Milk Butter

S
to

re
s 

w
ith

 A
ds

0K

4K

8K

12K

16K

20K

24K

28K

32K

Aug 24 Sep 07 Sep 21

                    Top 5 Commodities Featured

http://www.marketnews.usda.gov/portal/da
http://www.ams.usda.gov/mnreports/dybretail.pdf


National Dairy Retail Report Vol  79 - No. 38
Thursday, September 20, 2012  - Page 2

Wtd Avg - Simple weighted average

Milk, 7%

Yogurt, 28%

Sour cream, 8%

Ice cream, 20%

Cheese, 22%

Top 5 Percentage of Total Conventional Ads

Yogurt, 10%

Butter, 25%

Milk, 65%

Top 5 Percentage of Total Organic Ads



National Dairy Retail Report Vol  79 - No. 38
Thursday, September 20, 2012  - Page 3

Wtd Avg - Simple weighted average

NATIONAL -- CONVENTIONAL DAIRY PRODUCTS

Commodity Type Pack Size

THIS PERIOD TWO WEEKS AGO

Stores
With Ads

Wtd Avg
Price

Stores
With Ads

Wtd Avg
Price

Butter 1 # 4506    2.63 3915    2.62

Cheese Natural Varieties 8 oz block 5486    2.08 9528    2.30

Cheese Natural Varieties 1 # block 2393    3.54 3169    3.39

Cheese Natural Varieties 2 # block 677    5.28 2834    6.06

Cheese Natural Varieties 8 oz shred 9667    2.07 10375    2.24

Cheese Natural Varieties 1 # shred 1878    3.67 214    3.65

Cottage cheese 16 oz 2582    1.70 3283    1.58

Cream cheese 8 oz 5067    1.57 6668    1.57

Flavored milk All fat tests half gallon 788    2.63 1113    2.15

Flavored milk All fat tests gallon 83    2.99 408    3.19

Ice cream 48-64oz 18816    3.11 14838    3.08

Milk All fat tests half gallon 1524    2.41 2700    2.43

Milk All fat tests gallon 4638    2.39 3208    2.82

Sour cream 16 oz 7399    1.60 12688    1.75

Yogurt Greek 4-6 oz 13702    1.00 6599    1.00

Yogurt Greek 32 oz 248    3.98

Yogurt Yogurt 4-6 oz 9714     .52 6086     .52

Yogurt Yogurt 32 oz 1890    2.23 1201    2.37

REGIONAL -- CONVENTIONAL DAIRY PRODUCTS

Commodity Type Pack Size

NORTHEAST U.S. SOUTHEAST U.S. MIDWEST U.S.

Price 
Range

Stores 
with 
Ads

Wtd 
Avg
Price

Price
 Range

Stores
 with 
Ads

Wtd
 Avg
Price

Price
 Range

Stores 
with 
Ads

Wtd Avg
Price

Butter 1 #   1.98-3.49 1540    2.85   2.79-3.00 895    2.94   1.88-3.99 797    2.65

Cheese Natural Varieties 8 oz block   1.67-2.99 2729    2.17   1.67-2.50 993    2.21   1.18-2.50 1192    1.85

Cheese Natural Varieties 1 # block   2.99-3.99 1008    3.23   2.99-3.49 139    3.37   2.99-4.99 206    4.70

Cheese Natural Varieties 2 # block   4.99 103    4.99

Cheese Natural Varieties 8 oz shred   0.99-3.00 3195    2.15   1.67-2.50 2349    2.06   1.18-3.59 949    2.00

Cheese Natural Varieties 1 # shred   3.99 484    3.99   3.99 124    3.99   2.99-5.47 354    4.30

Cottage cheese 16 oz   1.67-2.99 1026    2.21   1.00-2.39 503    1.29   1.00-2.50 743    1.41

Cream cheese 8 oz   1.00-2.00 2120    1.59   0.93-2.00 930    1.68   1.27-2.00 613    1.55

Flavored milk All fat tests half gallon   2.00-2.50 174    2.13   1.99-2.50 237    2.27   1.25-4.49 348    3.17

Flavored milk All fat tests gallon   2.99 83    2.99

Ice cream 48-64oz   1.99-3.99 4214    2.99   1.99-4.99 1767    3.66   1.88-3.99 3026    2.98

Milk All fat tests half gallon   2.50-3.49 878    2.80   1.77-2.99 300    2.20   1.25-1.33 119    1.27

Milk All fat tests gallon   1.77-3.33 231    2.15   2.78-3.89 1363    3.03   0.99-2.99 611    2.45

Sour cream 16 oz   1.19-2.00 2136    1.59   1.00-2.00 2289    1.66   0.99-1.66 1041    1.21

Yogurt Greek 4-6 oz   0.89-1.25 2360    1.04   0.88-1.00 5531     .99   0.88-1.00 2233     .99

Yogurt Greek 32 oz   3.99 46    3.99   3.98 202    3.98

Yogurt Yogurt 4-6 oz   0.34-0.88 3378     .51   0.45-1.00 952     .55   0.33-0.60 1045     .52
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Commodity Type Pack Size

NORTHEAST U.S. SOUTHEAST U.S. MIDWEST U.S.

Price 
Range

Stores 
with 
Ads

Wtd 
Avg
Price

Price
 Range

Stores
 with 
Ads

Wtd
 Avg
Price

Price
 Range

Stores 
with 
Ads

Wtd Avg
Price

Yogurt Yogurt 32 oz   1.99-3.00 1129    2.23   2.00-2.99 328    2.08

Commodity Type Pack Size

SOUTH CENTRAL U.S. SOUTHWEST U.S. NORTHWEST U.S.

Price 
Range

Stores 
with Ads

Wtd Avg
Price

Price  
Range

Stores 
with Ads

Wtd 
Avg
Price

Price 
Range

Stores 
with Ads

Wtd Avg
Price

Butter 1 #   1.88-3.00 224    2.51   1.99-2.50 823    2.07   1.99-2.49 227    2.06

Cheese Natural Varieties 8 oz block   1.88-2.00 454    1.94   1.67 118    1.67

Cheese Natural Varieties 1 # block   3.34-3.89 184    3.49   2.98-3.99 856    3.66

Cheese Natural Varieties 2 # block   4.99-5.99 359    5.68   5.99 68    5.99   3.99-4.98 147    4.19

Cheese Natural Varieties 8 oz shred   1.88-2.99 512    2.44   1.67-2.50 1927    1.97   1.67-2.50 735    1.80

Cheese Natural Varieties 1 # shred   2.99-3.99 488    3.40   2.98-2.99 348    2.98   2.99 80    2.99

Cottage cheese 16 oz   1.25-1.79 192    1.61   0.99 118     .99

Cream cheese 8 oz   1.19-2.00 506    1.49   1.29-1.50 818    1.44   1.49 80    1.49

Flavored milk All fat tests half gallon   2.00 29    2.00

Ice cream 48-64oz   1.99-4.99 2557    3.24   2.50-3.99 4906    3.02   2.50-3.99 2346    3.17

Milk All fat tests half gallon   1.25-2.50 227    1.79

Milk All fat tests gallon   1.97-2.58 402    2.14   1.77-2.99 1443    2.03   1.97 588    1.97

Sour cream 16 oz   1.29-2.50 392    1.70   0.99-1.99 1241    1.85   0.99-1.99 300    1.40

Yogurt Greek 4-6 oz   0.88-1.00 832     .99   0.99-1.00 1758    1.00   1.00 988    1.00

Yogurt Yogurt 4-6 oz   0.28-1.25 863     .59   0.39-0.60 2648     .50   0.50-0.60 828     .50

Yogurt Yogurt 32 oz   2.28-2.50 137    2.44   2.00-2.50 187    2.38   2.00-2.49 109    2.13

NATIONAL -- ORGANIC DAIRY PRODUCTS

Commodity Type Pack Size

THIS PERIOD TWO WEEKS AGO

Stores
With Ads

Wtd Avg
Price

Stores
With Ads

Wtd Avg
Price

Butter 1 # 2929    4.31

Cheese Natural Varieties 8 oz shred 26    3.59

Ice cream 48-64oz 56    5.99 192    4.63

Milk All fat tests half gallon 4553    3.23 1274    3.47

Milk All fat tests gallon 396    5.43

Milk All fat tests 8 oz UHT 3103     .98 4362     .97

Yogurt Greek 4-6 oz 507    1.12 787    1.05

Yogurt Yogurt 4-6 oz 572     .82 683     .65

Yogurt Yogurt 32 oz 90    2.99 429    2.99

REGIONAL -- ORGANIC DAIRY PRODUCTS

Commodity Type Pack Size NORTHEAST U.S. SOUTHEAST U.S. MIDWEST U.S.
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Price 
Range

Stores 
with 
Ads

Wtd 
Avg
Price

Price
 Range

Stores
 with 
Ads

Wtd
 Avg
Price

Price
 Range

Stores 
with 
Ads

Wtd Avg
Price

Butter 1 #   4.49 149    4.49   4.29 103    4.29   4.49 185    4.49

Ice cream 48-64oz   5.99 56    5.99

Milk All fat tests half gallon   3.29-3.99 1001    3.52   3.29-3.99 137    3.82   3.38-3.99 418    3.71

Milk All fat tests 8 oz UHT   0.83-1.25 807     .95   0.83-1.00 464     .98   1.00 543    1.00

Yogurt Greek 4-6 oz   1.25 191    1.25   1.00-1.25 251    1.05

Yogurt Yogurt 4-6 oz   0.60-0.67 176     .65   1.00 195    1.00   0.80 201     .80

Commodity Type Pack Size

SOUTH CENTRAL U.S. SOUTHWEST U.S. NORTHWEST U.S.

Price 
Range

Stores 
with Ads

Wtd Avg
Price

Price  
Range

Stores 
with Ads

Wtd 
Avg
Price

Price 
Range

Stores 
with Ads

Wtd Avg
Price

Butter 1 #   3.99-4.29 494    4.21   3.99-4.49 1410    4.30   4.29 588    4.29

Milk All fat tests half gallon   2.49-3.79 781    3.11   2.69-3.29 1439    3.01   2.99-3.69 777    3.02

Milk All fat tests 8 oz UHT   1.00 421    1.00   0.79-1.00 750     .97   1.00 118    1.00

Yogurt Greek 4-6 oz   1.00 65    1.00

Yogurt Yogurt 32 oz   2.99 90    2.99

NATIONAL -- CONVENTIONAL DAIRY PRODUCTS

NATIONAL BRANDS vs STORE BRANDS

NATIONAL BRANDS STORE BRANDS

Commodity Type Pack Size Low 
Price

High 
Price

Stores with 
Ads

Wtd Avg
Price

Low
Price

High
Price

Stores with 
Ads

Wtd Avg
Price

Butter 1 #    2.00    3.49 1766    2.81    1.88    3.99 2740    2.52

Cheese Natural Varieties 8 oz block    1.88    2.99 1722    2.44    1.18    2.50 3764    1.91

Cheese Natural Varieties 1 # block    2.99    4.99 358    4.41    2.98    3.99 2035    3.38

Cheese Natural Varieties 2 # block    5.99    5.99 68    5.99    3.99    5.99 609    5.20

Cheese Natural Varieties 8 oz shred    1.88    3.00 4483    2.30     .99    3.59 5184    1.86

Cheese Natural Varieties 1 # shred    5.47    5.47 176    5.47    2.98    3.99 1702    3.48

Cottage cheese 16 oz    1.49    2.50 619    2.31     .99    2.99 1963    1.51

Cream cheese 8 oz    1.19    2.00 2188    1.57     .93    2.00 2879    1.57

Flavored milk All fat tests half gallon    2.49    4.49 379    3.55    1.25    2.00 409    1.77

Flavored milk All fat tests gallon    2.99    2.99 54    2.99    2.99    2.99 29    2.99

Ice cream 48-64oz    1.88    4.99 8234    3.13    1.99    4.99 10582    3.10

Milk All fat tests half gallon    2.50    3.49 958    2.77    1.25    2.99 566    1.79

Milk All fat tests gallon     .99    3.89 4638    2.39

Sour cream 16 oz    1.25    2.50 4020    1.78     .99    1.99 3379    1.39

Yogurt Greek 4-6 oz     .88    1.25 10302    1.01     .88    1.00 3400     .98

Yogurt Greek 32 oz    3.99    3.99 46    3.99    3.98    3.98 202    3.98

Yogurt Yogurt 4-6 oz     .39    1.25 7838     .54     .28     .50 1876     .42

Yogurt Yogurt 32 oz    2.00    3.00 867    2.33    1.99    2.99 1023    2.15
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NATIONAL -- ORGANIC DAIRY PRODUCTS

NATIONAL BRANDS vs STORE BRANDS

NATIONAL BRANDS STORE BRANDS

Commodity Type Pack Size Low 
Price

High 
Price

Stores with 
Ads

Wtd Avg
Price

Low
Price

High
Price

Stores with 
Ads

Wtd Avg
Price

Butter 1 #    3.99    4.49 2929    4.31

Ice cream 48-64oz    5.99    5.99 56    5.99

Milk All fat tests half gallon    3.50    3.99 800    3.78    2.49    3.99 3753    3.11

Milk All fat tests 8 oz UHT     .79    1.25 3103     .98

Yogurt Greek 4-6 oz    1.00    1.25 507    1.12

Yogurt Yogurt 4-6 oz     .60    1.00 572     .82

Yogurt Yogurt 32 oz    2.99    2.99 90    2.99

REGIONAL DEFINITIONS

As used in this report, regions include the following states:

NORTHEAST U.S. Connecticut, Delaware, Massachusetts, Maryland, Maine, New Hampshire, New jersey, New York, Pennsylvania, Rhode 
Island and Vermont

SOUTHEAST U.S. Alabama, Florida, Georgia, Mississippi, North Carolina, South Carolina, Tennessee, Virginia and West Virginia
MIDWEST U.S. Iowa, Illinois, Indiana, Kentucky, Michigan, Minnesota, North Dakota, Nebraska, Ohio, South Dakota and Wisconsin
SOUTH CENTRAL U.S. Arkansas, Colorado, Kansas, Louisiana, Missouri, New Mexico, Oklahoma, and Texas
SOUTHWEST U.S. Arizona, California, Nevada and Utah
NORTHWEST U.S. Idaho, Montana, Oregon, Washington, and Wyoming
NATIONAL Continental United States


