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Thailand 

Chicken meat production is estimated to grow only modestly in 2014 and 
2015. So far in 2014, integrated processors’ profitability remains 
favorable since higher production costs are well offset by favorable 
prices for chicken meat. Post’s unofficial estimate is for chicken meat 
exports in 2014 is 530,000 metric tons (MT), up 5% compared to 
504,376 MT in 2013. This is lower than the official estimates in April 
2014 of 580,000. About 80% of total exports in 2014 are expected to 
consist of cooked chicken meat products. Unofficial forecasts are for 
Thai chicken meat exports to further increase by 6% to 560,000 MT in 
2015 in anticipation of growing export demand.   
  

Thailand: Broiler Meat Production, Supply and Demand (1000 MT) 
 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 

Production 1,200 1,280 1,350 1,550 1,500 1,600 
Total Exports  379 432 467 538 504 580 
Dom Consumption 820 839 864 932 1,035 1,054 
Source: Foreign Agricultural Service, Official USDA Estimates  
 

The Thai broiler industry has enjoyed a period of profitability since the 
second quarter of 2013. Despite strong earnings, trade sources report 
that integrated poultry producers are still taking a cautious approach to 
expanding their farming and processing facilities. An outbreak of New 
Castle disease in several breeding and broiler farms have contributed to 
the restrained approach but did not significantly reduce poultry output. 
As a result, chicken meat production is estimated to grow modestly by 
5% annually in 2014 and 2015 (unofficial).  
 

Integrated producers implement strict bio-security measures and most 
have evaporative cooling systems. The closed-farming system has been 
instrumental in preventing a return of HPAI incidents. The industry has 
also utilized new technologies that have improved genetics, farm 
management, and feed nutrition. As a result, the average weight of fully 
grown broilers at slaughter reportedly increased to 2.3-2.4 kilograms per 
bird from 2.0-2.1 kilograms per bird in the past 4-5 years. The number of 
days it takes to raise one-day old chicks to market delivery, dropped to 
42 days from 49 days, and average feed conversion ratio (FCR) 
decreased to 1.7 from 1.9-2.0 over the same period. 
  

So far in 2014, higher production costs are well offset by favorable 
prices for chicken meat. As of August of 2014, current average 
production costs stood at 41 baht/kg (58 US cents/pound), which is 
broken down as follows: day-old chicks (9 baht), feed (26 baht), 
vaccination and drugs (one baht), and labor and other costs (5 baht). 
  

Despite prevailing high prices for retail chicken meat in 2014 and 
unfavorable economic situation driven by a political turmoil and a military 
coup, domestic consumption is estimated to grow 3% in 2014 mainly 
because of skyrocketing domestic pork prices. Average retail prices for 
boneless chicken breast meat for the first half of 2014 increased by 2% 
to 83.16 baht/kg ($1.18/pound) compared to 81.64 baht/kg 
($1.16/pound) in the same period in 2013. Most Thais still buy fresh 
chicken meat from traditional markets, which account for about 60-70% 
of total chicken meat sales. Trade sources expect chicken meat 
consumption in the ready-to-eat and quick service restaurant (QSR) 
sectors to continue to grow by 5-8% annually for the next 5 years.  
 

In December 25, 2013, Japan’s Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and 
Fisheries notified Thailand that it decided to immediately reopen its 
markets to imports of Thai frozen uncooked chicken. Thailand’s 
uncooked chicken was banned in January 2004 when an outbreak of 
highly pathogenic avian influenza (HPAI) bird-flu was detected. Other 
countries that have also lifted their HPAI bans on uncooked Thai frozen 
chicken meat include the EU, Hong Kong, South Africa, Bahrain, Russia, 
United Arab Emirates (UAE), and Qatar. 
 
 

 

So far in 2014, overall export prices for nearly all cooked chicken 
products were favorable following strong export demand from the 
EU and Japan. This price situation is expected to continue for the 
rest of the year. 
 

The bulk of the chicken products used for exports consist of 
made-to-order products that are processed or prepared by heat 
(such as grilling, steaming, and boiling) and are usually puffed or 
seasoned (with salt, Japanese sauce, etc.).  
 

Thailand is annually granted 92,610 MT of the EU’s uncooked 
salted poultry meat quota and 5,100 MT for uncooked unsalted 
poultry meat. The EU quota for cooked chicken meat from 
Thailand (EU HS code 16023219) is 160,033 MT. In March 2013, 
the EU granted Thailand an import quota of 14,000 MT per 
annum for cooked chicken meat products containing 25-57% 
chicken meat and 2,100 MT per annum for cooked chicken meat 
products containing less than 25% chicken meat.  
 

Thailand is a highly protected market and the government picks 
and chooses what type of poultry meat is allowed for import. U.S. 
chicken meat products are practically banned through non-
transparent import permit control (potential importers are unable 
to get them issued). In addition high import tariffs (30% for chilled 
or frozen uncooked meat and 40% for cooked chicken meat), and 
a discriminatory import permit fee on uncooked products (10 
baht/kilogram or approx. US$317/MT) are employed to protect the 
domestic market. Thailand has submitted an application to 
USDA’s Food Safety Inspection Service (FSIS) requesting 
approval to export cooked chicken to the United States. However, 
Thailand has not seriously pursued this endeavor and the request 
remains pending. 
 

Source: USDA FAS GAIN Report TH4076 
 

Thailand Poultry Exports to Select Countries in metric tons 
Exports of Meat and Edible Offal (HS 0207)* 

 2013 Jan-Aug 2013 Jan-Aug 2014 %change 

Laos  51,545   30,499   36,279  +19 
EU  15,533   11,025   16,299   +48  
Malaysia  9,088   6,617   2,581   -61 
UAE  6,901   5,486   1,692   -69 
Hong Kong  4,615   3,470   2,017   -42 
Japan  77   64   27,392  - 
Bahrain  2,397   1,978   343   -83 
South Africa  1,862   1,832   150   -2  
Others 4,123   2,792   2,784 0 
World  96,142   63,762   89,538  +40 
*HS 0207 (MT) Meat and edible offal, of the poultry of heading no. 
01.02, fresh, chilled or frozen 

Exports of prepared or preserved meat (HS 160232)* 
 2013 Jan-Aug 2013 Jan-Aug 2014  % change 

Japan  195,286   127,353   113,066  -11 
EU  14,199   9,182   9,205  +5 
Singapore  13,930   8,486   6,554  -23 
S. Korea  4,423   2,847   3,860  -23 
Hong Kong  4,403   2,544   3,297  +36 
Canada  3,090   1,778   3,348  +30 
UAE  176,287   113,361   119,083  +88 
Others 1,547   1,017   2,846 +180 
World  413,164   266,569   261,260  -2 
*HS 160232 (MT) prepared or preserved meat, meat offal or 
blood of fowls of the species gallus domesticus 
 

Source: Information and Communication Technology Center with 
cooperation of the Customs Department  
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INSPECTED EGG PRODUCTS-U.S. & CANADA IMPORT/EXPORT TRADE 

U.S. Exports to Canada, in Pounds (000) (Preliminary) 
Week Ending Oct 04, 2014 Year-To-Date* 
Type  2014 2013 /1 2014 /2 2013 
Liquid 92 0 5,870 1,144 
Frozen 0 0 39 40 
Dried 0 0 669 159 
Total 92 0 6,578 1,343 
U.S. Imports From Canada, in Pounds (000) (Preliminary) 
Week Ending Oct 04, 2014  Year-To-Date* 
Type  2014 2013 /1 2014 /2 2013 
Liquid 6 72 5,212 5,682 
Frozen 4 42 1,391 1,244 
Dried 11 0 210 51 
Total 21 114 6,813 6,977 

INSPECTED SHELL EGGS 

U.S Exports to Canada, In 30-Dozen Cases (Preliminary) 
Week Ending Oct 04, 2014 Year-To-Date* 
 2014 2013 /1 2014 /2 2013 
Jumbo 0 0 0 0 
Extra Large 750 2,250 149,836 96,246 
Large 8,500 7,750 329,137 230,944 
Medium 0 0 19,242 22,275 
Ungraded 30,966 23,880 811,371 299,074 
Misc 0 0 26,120 0 
Total 40,216 33,880 1,335,706 648,539 
/1 Comparable Week, to-date figures may not total due to rounding. 
/2 Includes revisions to previous week(s) 
*Note: Year to-date totals reflect comparable time periods.  
Data Source: Agriculture and Agri-Food Canada, AISD, AID, Poultry Section 

 
U.S./CANADIAN LIVE POULTRY SLAUGHTERED UNDER INSPECTION 

Week Ending Oct 04, 2014 (Preliminary) 
U.S. Fowl Slaughtered Domestically 

 Light Hens  Heavy Hens Total Hens 
-----------------Thousands---------------------- 

Head 1,697 1,901 3,598 

Last Week 1,513 1,520 3,033 

Same week yr ago 1,215 1,485 2,700 

To-date/2014* 59,070 61,612 120,682 

To-date/2013* 60,937 59,790 120,727 
U.S. Fowl Slaughtered in Canada 

 Light Hens  Heavy Hens Total Hens 
-----------------Thousands---------------------- 

Head 490 0 490 

Last Week 248 0 248 

Same week yr ago 376 0 376 

To-date/2014* 15,284 0 15,284 

To-date/2013* 13,990 0 13,990 
Data Source: Agriculture and Agri-Food Canada, AISD, AID, Poultry Section 

Total U.S. Fowl Slaughtered in the U.S. and Canada 
 Light Hens  Heavy Hens Total Hens 

-----------------Thousands---------------------- 
Head 2,187 1,901 4,088 
Last Week 1,761 1,520 3,281 
Same week yr ago 1,591 1,485 3,076 
To-date/2014* 74,354 61,612 135,966 
To-date/2013* 74,927 59,790 134,717 
*Note: Year to-date totals reflect comparable time periods. 

 
NATIONAL MECHANICALLY SEPARATED CHICKEN (F.O.B. Shipper Dock or equivalent; negotiated prices in trucklot and less-than-trucklot volumes reported 
in thousand pound quantities, cents/pound; delivery within 2 weeks.) 
 
Prices of MSC are steady to mostly weak on all fat contents. Domestic and export demand is light to moderate at best. Supplies are moderate to heavy. The 
marketplace is slow as producers find it more challenging to move spot product, while sales of finished goods are average for the season. Many in industry 
continue to closely watch the marketplace for developments as companies negotiate 2015 contracts. Market activity is slow to moderate. Raw material supplies 
are moderate to heavy. Frame prices are steady to weak with trading levels between 10.0-12.5 cents FOB, mostly 11-12 cents FOB. 
 

 
 
 

Fat Content Last Year Last Year

15% or Less

Price Range - N/A - N/A

 Wtd Avg Price N/A N/A

Volume Traded N/A N/A

Volume Exported N/A N/A

15-20%

Price Range 26.50 - 33.00 28.00 - 34.00 N/A 21.00 - 27.00 21.00 - 28.00 N/A

 Wtd Avg Price N/A N/A

Volume Traded N/A N/A

Volume Exported N/A N/A

20% or More

Price Range - N/A

 Wtd Avg Price - N/A

Volume Traded - N/A

Volume Exported - N/A

Sep 2013 Sep 2013

15% or Less

 Wtd Avg Price 33.00 30.59

Volume Traded 40 551

Volume Exported - -

15-20%

 Wtd Avg Price 30.93 27.38

Volume Traded 7,602 13,991

Volume Exported 6,202 3,223

20% or More

 Wtd Avg Price - 22.00

Volume Traded - 286

Volume Exported - -

Note: Volume exported refers to that portion of the total volume that is destined for export markets.

Source: USDA AMS Livestock, Poultry & Grain Market News (www.ams.usda.gov/lpsmarketnewspage)
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NATIONAL YOUNG TURKEY PARTS  
INCLUDING BULK MEAT and FROZEN (UNLESS SPECIFIED), CENTS PER LB., DELIVERED FIRST RECEIVERS, PART AND FULL TRUCKLOTS 
AS OF 10 OCTOBER 2014.  
 
The market on bulk parts is steady to instances firm. Offerings range very light to moderate on moderate demand. The market on tom breast meat is 
steady to at times weak with balance of white items mostly steady. Demand is mixed. Offerings are light to moderate. The thigh meat market is steady. 
Demand and offerings remain light to moderate. Mechanically separated turkey market is steady at best. Demand is light to moderate for the moderate to 
available offerings. Market activity is slow. For domestic: fresh tails 55 cents, frozen tails 57 cents, fresh tom full-cut wings 76 cents, fresh tom necks 75 
cents, frozen mature full-cut wings 81-82 cents, fresh scapula 210-222 cents, fresh ground wing meat 133 cents delivered. For export: fresh tom drums 
101 cents delivered to the Border.  
 
EXPORT TRADING       
     WEEKLY WEEKLY 
 PRICE L.S.T. WTD AVG VOLUME WTD AVG VOLUME 
FRIDAY, OCTOBER 10, 2014 RANGE CODE 1/ PRICE (000) PRICE (000) 
DRUMSTICKS, TOMS  W 127.00 120 127.00 120 
WINGS FULL-CUT - TOMS       
WINGS, V-TYPE, TOM       
TAILS       
MECHANICALLY SEPARATED 2/       
THIGH MEAT - FROZEN  F 174.00 40   
       
 PRICE L.S.T. WTD AVG VOLUME   
THURSDAY, OCTOBER 09, 2014 RANGE CODE 1/ PRICE (000)   
DRUMSTICKS, TOMS  W 127.00 120   
WINGS FULL-CUT - TOMS       
WINGS, V-TYPE, TOM       
TAILS       
MECHANICALLY SEPARATED 2/       
THIGH MEAT - FROZEN  F 174.00 40   
       
 PRICE L.S.T. WTD AVG VOLUME   
WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 08, 2014 RANGE CODE 1/ PRICE (000)   

DRUMSTICKS, TOMS 127.00  127.00 120   

WINGS FULL-CUT - TOMS       

WINGS, V-TYPE, TOM       

TAILS       

MECHANICALLY SEPARATED 2/       

THIGH MEAT - FROZEN  F 174.00 40   

       
 PRICE L.S.T. WTD AVG VOLUME   
TUESDAY, OCTOBER 07, 2014 RANGE CODE 1/ PRICE (000)   

DRUMSTICKS, TOMS       

WINGS FULL-CUT - TOMS       

WINGS, V-TYPE, TOM       

TAILS       

MECHANICALLY SEPARATED 2/       

THIGH MEAT - FROZEN  F 174.00 40   

       
 PRICE L.S.T. WTD AVG VOLUME   
MONDAY, OCTOBER 06, 2014 RANGE CODE 1/ PRICE (000)   

DRUMSTICKS, TOMS       

WINGS FULL-CUT - TOMS       

WINGS, V-TYPE, TOM       

TAILS       

MECHANICALLY SEPARATED 2/       

THIGH MEAT - FROZEN  F 174.00 40   
 
1/ CODES FOR LAST SIGNIFICANT TRADE (L.S.T.):   
M=MONDAY  T=TUESDAY  W=WEDNESDAY  R-THURSDAY  F=FRIDAY 
2/ 15-20% fat with skin added. 
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