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Turkey Meat 2013 Forecast Overview 
 

PRODUCTION 
World production is forecast down 1 percent to 5.4 million tons. 
Decline in the United States offsets gains in the EU and Brazil. The 
United States is expected to reduce production as a result of higher 
feed prices. 
 

TRADE 
Global exports are forecast to fall by 3 percent to 649,000 tons as 
U.S. exports decline due to tighter supplies. Brazilian exports are 
forecast to increase while EU and Canadian exports are expected to 
remain steady. Mexico’s imports will likely be affected by tighter 
supplies of turkey in the United States. Imports by South Africa are 
forecast to rise as a result of growing consumer demand. 
Source: USDA FAS Livestock and Poultry: World Markets and Trade October 
2012 
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for poultry production and imports remains favorable as Iraq 
experiences continued economic growth due to oil revenues, gains 
in personal incomes, and price advantages over higher priced red 
meats. Prices of imported poultry are expected to be higher in 2013; 
yet even at these higher levels imported poultry will maintain its price 
advantage over domestic poultry. As long as domestic production 
remains flat, rising domestic demand will be satisfied by imports. 
 

Trade 
Poultry imports are steadily increasing due to population growth, 
rising incomes resulting from oil revenues, and its price advantage 
over red meats. Total imports for 2012, including transshipments 
through regional countries, are expected to be 603 TMT, up 3% from 
2011 (598 TMT). US poultry exports to Iraq in 2012, including 
transshipments, are expected to decline moderately to 137 TMT 
from 2011 (160 TMT) due to difficulties with precertification 
requirements and increased competition from other suppliers (i.e. 
Turkey). Yet the outlook for US poultry imports remains positive as 
imports are expected to continue increasing with the growing market.  
 

Turkey Meat Selected Countries Summary in Thousand Metric 
Tons (Ready to Cook Equivalent (RTC)) 

CONSUMPTION 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013* 
EU-27 1,835 1,801 1,911 1,885 1,951 1,960 
Brazil 261 302 327 348 355 360 
Mexico 212 155 163 164 183 167 
Canada 163 151 143 145 148 149 
Russia 107 72 105 117 120 125 
South Africa 38 34 34 32 40 48 
China 50 32 32 40 47 47 
US 2,434 2,363 2,306 2,274 2,332 2,299 
Total 5,100 4,910 5,021 5,005 5,176 5,155 
IMPORTS       
Mexico 197 144 153 152 170 155 
EU-27 125 112 99 82 81 80 
China 45 27 26 34 41 41 
South Africa 31 26 26 24 32 40 
Russia 68 41 35 27 20 20 
Canada 9 8 8 7 8 7 
Brazil 0 0 0 0 0 0 
US 6 9 11 10 10 9 
Total 481 367 358 336 362 352 
Source: USDA FAS Livestock and Poultry: World Markets and Trade October 
2012 

Turkey Meat Exports in Selected Countries in Thousand Metric 
Tons (Ready to Cook Equivalent (RTC)) 

Iraqi Broiler Production, Supply, and Demand in Thousand 
Metric Tons (TMT) 

 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 
Production 95 110 160 150 150 160 
Imports 227 397 522 598 603 610 
Consumption 322 507 682 748 753 770 
Source: USDA FAS PSD Online 

Yet Iraq’s precertification program continues to be US poultry’s 
largest obstacle to trade with Iraq. Precertification was proposed by 
the Ministry of Planning/Central Organization for Standards and 
Quality Control (COSQC), approved by the Council of Ministers in 
December 2010, and implemented July 1, 2011. It was enacted to 
control imports of substandard and unsafe product, a serious 
problem. Products arriving in the lower 15 provinces in 2011 and 
2012 were required to have a certificate of conformity issued. 
However the northern Kurdish region did not implement 
precertification for food products, so poultry enters Iraq from Turkey 
without issue. Precertification has proven to be a major technical 
barrier to US trade and ineffective in controlling import quality and 
safety, and has distorted normal trading patterns and routes resulting 
in increased transshipments to Iraq through regional countries. 
Source: USDA FAS Attaché September 13, 2012 

Iraq 
Production 
Poultry production in Iraq in 2012 is expected to be on par with that 
of 2011 levels. Production increases in the first half of 2012 have 
been sharply reduced due to high feed prices, disease issues 
throughout Iraq with greatest severity in the central and southern 
areas, and high mortality rates. These factors are expected to carry 
over into 2013. Any potential expansions in domestic production are 
expected in late 2013, but only in the event that improvements are 
made in feed availability (i.e. US drought, conflict in Syria), feed 
costs are lower, and industry successfully addresses disease issues 
and high mortality rates.  
 

Consumption 
Despite flat domestic production and increased poultry imports in 
2012, consumption is projected to be 24.2 kilograms per capita, 
slightly lower than 2011 levels (24.6 kilograms). However the outlook  
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NATIONAL MECHANICALLY SEPARATED CHICKEN  
(FOB Shipper Dock or equiv., negotiated prices in trucklot and less-than-trucklot volumes reported in thousand lb. quantities, cents/lb.; delivery within 2 weeks.) 
 
Prices on all fat contents of MSC are steady. Supplies are moderate to at times heavy. Schedules are normal to reduced. Domestic and export 
demand is light to moderate. Demand for stews, soups, potted meats, and other provisional items is currently moderate to good, despite seeing 
reductions for hot dogs and other deli items. Producers continue to sell more frames to keep MSC off the spot marketplace, as well as stay out front 
on spot sales of MSC. Industry maintains a close eye on influential market facts looking for any indication of future market direction. Negotiations for 
2013 contracts persist with some progress to note. Market activity is slow to moderate. Raw material supplies are moderate to heavy. Spot frames 
traded between 11-13 cents FOB, mostly 12-13 FOB. 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 

Fat Content Last Year Last Year

15% or Less

Price Range - - 24.00 - 26.00 24.00 - 26.00 30.00-31.00

 Wtd Avg Price - 30.67

Volume Traded - 122

Volume Exported - -

15-20%

Price Range 27.00 - 32.00 27.00 - 31.00 34.00-40.00 20.00 - 26.00 20.00 - 26.00 21.00-32.00

 Wtd Avg Price 36.16 27.47

Volume Traded 2,265 3,539

Volume Exported 2,105 816

20% or More

Price Range - -

 Wtd Avg Price - -

Volume Traded - -

Volume Exported - -

Sep 2011 Sep 2011

15% or Less

 Wtd Avg Price - 32.06

Volume Traded - 839

Volume Exported - -

15-20%

 Wtd Avg Price 32.48 30.69

Volume Traded 8,432 17,023

Volume Exported 7,872 4,406

20% or More

 Wtd Avg Price - -

Volume Traded - -

Volume Exported - -

Note: Volume exported refers to that portion of the total volume that is destined for export markets.

Source: USDA AMS Poultry Market News & Analysis (www.ams.usda.gov/pymarketnews.htm)
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U.S./CANADIAN LIVE POULTRY SLAUGHTERED UNDER INSPECTION 

Week Ending Oct 20, 2012 (Preliminary)  
U.S. Fowl Slaughtered Domestically 

 Light Hens  Heavy Hens Total Hens 
-----------------Thousands---------------------- 

Head 1,106 1,299 2,405 

Last Week 1,280 1,545 2,825 

Same week yr ago 1,231 1,677 2,908 

To-date/2012* 63,631 68,091 131,722 

To-date/2011* 57,179 65,456 122,635  
U.S. Fowl Slaughtered in Canada 

 Light Hens  Heavy Hens Total Hens 
-----------------Thousands---------------------- 

Head 87 0 87 

Last Week 291 0 291 

Same week yr ago 75 15 90 

To-date/2012* 11,246 36 11,282 

To-date/2011* 14,420 413 14,833 
Data Source: Agriculture and Agri-Food Canada, AISD, AID, Poultry Section  

Total U.S. Fowl Slaughtered in the U.S. and Canada 
 Light Hens  Heavy Hens Total Hens 

-----------------Thousands---------------------- 
Head 1,193 1,299 2,492 
Last Week 1,571 1,545 3,116 
Same week yr ago 1,306 1,692 2,998 
To-date/2012* 74,877 68,127 143,004 
To-date/2011* 71,599 65,869 137,468 
*Note: Year to-date totals reflect comparable time periods. 

INSPECTED EGG PRODUCTS-U.S. & CANADA IMPORT/EXPORT TRADE 

U.S. Exports to Canada, in Pounds (000) (Preliminary) 
Week Ending Oct 20, 2012 Year-To-Date* 
Type  2012 2011 /1 2012 /2 2011 
Liquid 50 98 1,406 1,888 
Frozen 0 0 0 0 
Dried 98 40 277 179 
Total 148 138 1,683 2,067 
U.S. Imports From Canada, in Pounds (000) (Preliminary) 
Week Ending Oct 20, 2012 Year-To-Date* 
Type  2012 2011 /1 2012 /2 2011 
Liquid 102 217 10,583 12,544 
Frozen 40 45 1,053 853 
Dried 0 0 0 48 
Total 142 262 11,636 13,445 

INSPECTED SHELL EGGS 

U.S Exports to Canada, In 30-Dozen Cases (Preliminary) 
Week Ending Oct 20, 2012 Year-To-Date* 
 2012 2011 /1 2012 /2 2011 
Jumbo 0 0 0 0 
Extra Large 5,430 2,070 86,802 72,469 
Large 1,340 13,420 174,416 142,874 
Medium 165 0 26,235 35,311 
Ungraded 19,980 23,040 188,414 164,636 
Misc 0 0 1,620 1,440 
Total 26,915 38,530 477,487 416,730 
/1 Comparable Week, to-date figures may not total due to rounding. 
/2 Includes revisions to previous week(s) 
*Note: Year to-date totals reflect comparable time periods.  
Data Source: Agriculture and Agri-Food Canada, AISD, AID, Poultry Section 

email:  PYMNDSM@ams.usda.gov        TEL  515.284.4471  FAX  515.284.4468       website:  http://www.ams.usda.gov/pymarketnews.htm 
2 

mailto:PYMNDSM@ams.usda.gov
http://www.ams.usda.gov/pymarketnews.htm


 
VOL. 15 NO. 44  USDA INTERNATIONAL EGG & POULTRY REVIEW OCTOBER 30, 2012 

  
NATIONAL YOUNG TURKEY PARTS  
INCLUDING BULK MEAT and FROZEN (UNLESS SPECIFIED), CENTS PER LB., DELIVERED FIRST RECEIVERS, PART AND FULL TRUCKLOTS AS 
OF 26 OCTOBER 2012.  

 
The market on bulk parts is steady, instances firm. Demand was light to moderate. Offerings light. The market on breast meat and 
destrapped tenders was steady to weak. Demand was light, Offerings moderate. Thigh meat market was firm. Demand was moderate. 
Offerings light. Trading for parts was slow to moderate. For domestic: frozen tails 50-51 cents, fresh wing meat 94-95 cents, fresh breast 
trim 86-88 cents, fresh tom full cut wings 42 cents, frozen tails 51 cents, fresh mechanically separated turkey 27 cents pet food, fresh 
scapula 106 cents, Grade A non-basted breast 8-10 lbs. 157 cents, 12-16 lbs. 167 cents and 20 lbs./up 165 cents delivered. For export: 
fresh tom drums 56 cents, fresh thigh meat 130.25-131 cents delivered to border or port.  
 
EXPORT TRADING       

     WEEKLY WEEKLY 
 PRICE L.S.T. WTD AVG VOLUME WTD AVG VOLUME 
FRIDAY, OCTOBER 26, 2012 RANGE CODE 1/ PRICE (000) PRICE (000) 

DRUMSTICKS, TOMS 69.00  69.00 40 68.18 658 
WINGS FULL-CUT - TOMS 46.00  46.00 378 46.00 540 
WINGS, V-TYPE, TOM  W 94.00 162 94.00 162 
TAILS 51.00  51.00 54 51.00 94 
MECHANICALLY SEPARATED 2/       
THIGH MEAT - FROZEN 135.00-137.00  135.62 174 135.62 174 
       
 PRICE L.S.T. WTD AVG VOLUME   
THURSDAY, OCTOBER 25, 2012 RANGE CODE 1/ PRICE (000)   
DRUMSTICKS, TOMS  W 64.00 108   
WINGS FULL-CUT - TOMS  W 46.00 162   
WINGS, V-TYPE, TOM  W 94.00 162   
TAILS  M 51.00 40   
MECHANICALLY SEPARATED 2/       
THIGH MEAT - FROZEN       
       
 PRICE L.S.T. WTD AVG VOLUME   
WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 24, 2012 RANGE CODE 1/ PRICE (000)   
DRUMSTICKS, TOMS 64.00  64.00 108   
WINGS FULL-CUT - TOMS 46.00  46.00 162   
WINGS, V-TYPE, TOM 94.00  94.00 162   
TAILS  M 51.00 40   
MECHANICALLY SEPARATED 2/       

THIGH MEAT - FROZEN      
       
 PRICE L.S.T. WTD AVG VOLUME   
TUESDAY, OCTOBER 23, 2012 RANGE CODE 1/ PRICE (000)   
DRUMSTICKS, TOMS 69.00  69.00 240   
WINGS FULL-CUT - TOMS  F 46.00 108   
WINGS, V-TYPE, TOM       
TAILS  M 51.00 40   
MECHANICALLY SEPARATED 2/       
THIGH MEAT - FROZEN  T 122.00 40   
       
 PRICE L.S.T. WTD AVG VOLUME   
MONDAY, OCTOBER 22, 2012 RANGE CODE 1/ PRICE (000)   
DRUMSTICKS, TOMS 69.00  69.00 270   
WINGS FULL-CUT - TOMS  F 46.00 108   
WINGS, V-TYPE, TOM       
TAILS 51.00  51.00 40   
MECHANICALLY SEPARATED 2/       
THIGH MEAT - FROZEN  T 122.00 40   
 
1/ CODES FOR LAST SIGNIFICANT TRADE (L.S.T.):   
M=MONDAY  T=TUESDAY  W=WEDNESDAY  R-THURSDAY  F=FRIDAY 
2/ 15-20% fat with skin added. 
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