
             UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE 
                             AGRICULTURAL MARKETING SERVICE 
                     POULTRY PROGRAMS, MARKET NEWS AND ANALYSIS BRANCH 
                               60 FORSYTH STREET, SW SUITE 6M80   
                                    ATLANTA, GEORGIA 30303 
OFFICE:  404-562-5850       FAX:  404-562-5875      ANNIE TERRY:  404-562-5870 

INTERNET:  http://www.ams.usda.gov/pymarketnews 
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 ESTIMATED U.S. LIVE POULTRY SLAUGHTER UNDER FEDERAL INSPECTION 
 
 FOR WEEK ENDING 26-May-12(THOUSAND HEAD)                        
Class                          ---------- Thousand head --------- 
Broiler/fryer                159,214 (2)                     158,779 
Light hens                     1,946                           1,859 
Heavy hens                     1,600                           1,677 
 

U.S. FOWL SLAUGHTERED IN CANADA 
WEEK ENDING 19-May-12  

(THOUSAND HEAD) 
    

   LIGHT HENS         HEAVY HENS         TOTAL HENS                              
Head                      418                   0                 418 
 
Head sltr Comparisons 
Last Week                 347                   0                 347 
Same week yr ago          450                  26                 476 
To-date/2012*           6,332                  36               6,368 
To-date/2011*           8,123                 179               8,302 
 

SOURCE: AGRICULTURE CANADA, POULTRY DEVELOPMENT DIVISION 
 
            TOTAL U.S. FOWL SLAUGHTERED IN THE U.S. and CANADA 
                       Light Hens          Heavy Hens            Total Hens 
 
Head                      2,123               1,674                  3,797 
 
Head sltr Comparisons 
Last Week                 2,372               1,598                  3,970 
Same week yr ago          2,019               1,490                  3,509 
To-date/2012*            39,911              29,708                 69,619 
To-date/2011*            37,418              29,558                 66,976 
 
 
   LIVE POULTRY SLAUGHTERED UNDER FEDERAL INSPECTION 
 WEEK ENDING 19-May-12 (THOUSAND HEAD)                   
                    Young            Light            Heavy      Total 
                    Chickens         Hens             Hens        Hens         Ducks 
Head                  157,987         1,705          1,674       3,379         421 
Avg Wt                   5.69          3.17           7.61        5.37        6.68 
Head sltr comparisons 
Last week             155,836         2,025          1,598       3,623         390 
Same wk yr ago        163,547         1,569          1,464       3,033         428 
Avg Wt                   5.88          3.26           8.06        5.58        6.76 
To-date/2012*       3,019,576        33,579         29,672      63,251       8,421 
To-date/2011*       3,194,289        29,295         29,379      58,674       8,855 
 
(A) The estimated number of fryers available for marketing based on the 
2-week revised average chick placements 6 to 7 weeks earlier was 155.7 
million head.  Estimated U.S. slaughter for this period was 159.9 million 
head, or 4.2 million more than estimated available. 



 
 

 
YOUNG CHICKENS SLAUGHTERED UNDER FEDERAL INSPECTION, 
CLASSIFIED BY LIVE WEIGHT, WEEK ENDING 19-May-12 

 
A            B            C            D 

                     4.25 lbs      4.26 -       6.26 -      7.76 lbs 
                      & down      6.25 lbs     7.75 lbs       & up       Total 
 
Head                   35,986       68,501       28,243       25,257      157,987 
Avg Live Wgt             3.54         5.32         6.84         8.49         5.69 
% of total /1             23%          43%          18%          16%         100% 
 
Comparisons 
 
Last week              36,649       66,660       26,002       26,525      155,836 
Avg Live Wgt             3.65         5.38         6.85         8.75         5.79 
% of total /1             24%          43%          16%          17%         100% 
 
Year Ago 2/            30,459       69,207       33,418       30,463      163,547 
Avg Live Wgt             3.81         5.40         6.68         8.35         5.88 
% of total /1             19%          42%          20%          19%         100% 
 
To date/2012*         721,758    1,295,205      541,419      461,194    3,019,576 
To date/2011*         738,434    1,414,537      557,258      484,060    3,194,289 
 
 
 
/1 May not total to 100% due to rounding. 
/2 Comparable week. 
 
Weight Class Description: 
(A) This size product is normally marketed bone-in into fast food and food 
    service sectors and may include Cornish hens. 
(B) This size product is normally marketed into the retail grocery sector in 
    tray pack or bagged forms. 
(C) This size product is normally marketed either into the retail grocery 
    sector in tray pack and IQF form or is further processed and marketed 
    into various sectors. 
(D) This size product is normally marketed deboned or as roasters or roasting 
    chicken. 
 
                      Live Turkeys Slaughtered Week Ending 19-May-2012 
 
                      Young          Young            Young        Old        Total 
                       Hens           Toms           Breeders    Breeders    Turkeys 
 
Head                    1,962         2,477               29          16       4,484 
Avg Wt                  16.99         40.44            26.42       26.42       30.04 
Head sltr comparisons 
Last week               1,948         2,733               29          18       4,728 
Same wk yr ago          1,968         2,627               13           8       4,616 
Avg Wt                  17.60         39.18            26.62       30.38       28.88 
To-date/2012*          35,844        50,432              440         150      86,866 
To-date/2011*          35,287        51,032              427         137      86,883 
 
*Note:  Year-to-date totals reflect comparable time periods. 
 
SOURCE:  USDA/AMS POULTRY PROGRAMS, MARKET NEWS BRANCH. 
FOR ADDITIONAL INFORMATION, PLEASE CALL (404) 562-5850.  


