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India’s poultry production has been growing about 8-10% annually 
over the past decade and more than 15% over the past three years, 
according to an ICRA assessment. USDA’s official projection for 
2012 is 2.75 million tons; unofficial projections are as high as 3.2 
million tons. Indian poultry and egg consumption is growing and is 
expected to double by 2014-2015 due to an expanding middle 
class, increasing employment levels and incomes, new demand for 
ready-to-cook products, and the growing presence of affordable 
quick service restaurants.  
 

 
* 2011 estimate, 2012 projected 
Source: Foreign Agricultural Service, Official USDA Estimates   
 
Indian broiler production is highly integrated and concentrated in the 
states Tamil Nadu, Andhra Pradesh, Maharashtra, Karnataka, and 
West Bengal. The formal sector contributes nearly 85% of the total 
output. Sources estimate 90% of Indian poultry is sold live and most 
slaughter and processing are done manually at the retail level. The 
processed poultry production sector is small and growing at a lower 
rate than the live-bird market. The processed poultry market is 
mainly oriented to serving hotels, restaurant and institutional 
consumers. In 2010 the Ministry of Food Processing Industries 
estimates the level of processing is only 6% of poultry products. 
 
India lacks basic infrastructure like a cold chain, transport, 
processing facilities and storage for fresh and frozen poultry meat. 
The Indian Ministry of Food Processing Industries (MOFPI) is 
administering a scheme for technology upgrading, establishment 
and modernization of processing plants. MOFPI launched the 
scheme “to provide integrated and complete cold chain and 
preservation infrastructure facilities without any break, from the farm 
gate to the consumer.”   
 
The consumers’ preference for live poultry can be attributed to the 
belief that live poultry is disease free, fresher and more hygienic 
than processed chicken. In addition to inadequate cold chain 
infrastructure, poultry producers face few retail options for poultry 
products due to consumers’ price sensitivity, customer resistance to 
commingled vegetarian and non-vegetarian products, and the 
general perception that live poultry is superior in quality.  
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Middle class households are the fastest growing segment of the 
population. With increased incomes and urbanization, people prefer 
to go for non-vegetarian diets. There is a new demand for ready-to-
eat production and affordable quick service restaurants. Preference 
for poultry meat over other meats is due to year round availability 
throughout the country, relatively low prices, and cultural and 
religious non-preferences for pork and beef. Local dietary practices 
tend to prefer vegetarian protein sources, even among non-
vegetarian consumers. Although total consumption is estimated to 
double by 2014-15, per capita consumption of meat and eggs will 
not necessarily double when factoring in population growth.  
 
Growth in the layer industry is being driven by increasing demand 
for higher quality, lower cost protein. Industry sources estimate the 
layer industry growing at about 6% annually, with per capita CY 
2012 egg availability forecast at 57 eggs annually, compared with 
51 eggs per year in CY 2011.  
 

India - Estimates of Egg Production and Per Capita Availability  
 2005-06  2006-07  2007-08  2008-09 2009-10 
Eggs (millions)  46,235  50,663  53,581  55,395 59,395 
Population (millions) 1,106 1,122 1,138 1,154 1,170 
Per Capita 42 45 47 48 51 
Source: Basic Animal Husbandry Statistics 2010. Government of India, 
Ministry of Agriculture, Department of Animal Husbandry, Dairying and 
Fisheries, New Delhi 
 
Imports and exports of broiler meat are almost nonexistent.  
Although there are no quantitative restrictions on imports of poultry 
meat, restrictive sanitary import regulations and high tariffs prevent 
U.S. poultry and poultry product exports to India, and prevent 
almost all imports from other origins. India prohibits the import of 
poultry products from countries reporting either low pathogenic or 
high pathogenic notifiable avian influenza. Also, a lack of cold chain 
facilities and Indian consumers’ preference for live birds limit 
marketing opportunities for frozen poultry.  
 
India’s poultry exports are confined to table eggs, egg powder and 
SPF egg shipments to markets in Asia, Africa and the Middle East. 
Poultry meat exports are limited due to high production costs, 
insufficient marketing infrastructure and limited processed poultry 
production. 
 
In 2009, India amended the avian influenza rule to allow imports of 
processed poultry products subject to a “conformity assessment.” 
Trade data indicates that India’s imports of processed poultry 
products are nil and as of this time, the U.S. is unable to export 
processed products to India under the requirements in the 
conformity assessment. Several U.S. Senators have requested U.S. 
Trade Representative Kirk to explain “the important biosecurity 
measures that have been implemented in the U.S. and that the 
continued use of non-scientifically based measures to prevent trade 
is unacceptable.”  
 
Source:  USDA FAS GAIN Report; USDA ERS; Ministry of Food 
Processing Industries, Government of India; news wires; ICRA, 
www.icra.in 
 
 

 

Broiler Meat Production, Supply and Demand (1000 MT) 
 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 
Production (1000 MT) 1,080 1,250 1,400 1,500 1,650 1,900 2,000 2,240 2,490 2,550 2,650 2,700 2,750 
Imports (1000 MT) 2 2 2 2 0 0 0 0 0 0 0  0 0 
Exports (1000 MT) 0 0 0 4 2 1 0 1 1 1 3  3 5 
Consumption 
  Domestic (1000 MT) 1,082 1,252 1,402 1,498 1,648 1,899 2,000 2,239 2,489 2,549 2,647 2,697 2,745 
  Per Capita (KG) 1.08 1.22 1.35 1.42 1.53 1.74 1.81 1.99 2.18 2.2 2.26 2.27 2.28 
Source: Foreign Agricultural Service, Official USDA Estimates 

mailto:PYMNDSM@ams.usda.gov
http://www.ams.usda.gov/pymarketnews.htm
http://www.icra.in/


email:  PYMNDSM@ams.usda.gov        TEL  515.284.4471  FAX  515.284.4468        website:  http://www.ams.usda.gov/pymarketnews.htm 
2 

 VOL. 15 NO. 01 USDA INTERNATIONAL EGG & POULTRY REVIEW January 03, 2012 

 
   
  

 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

   
 
  
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

National Mechanically Separated Chicken  
(FOB Shipper Dock or equiv., negotiated prices in trucklot and less-than-trucklot volumes reported in thousand lb. quantities, cents/lb.; delivery within 2 weeks.) 

 
Prices for all MSC fat contents trended steady to firm going into the New Year’s Eve holiday. Supplies were light to moderate. Schedules were 
seasonally reduced. Domestic demand was moderate. Export demand was moderate to good. The spot marketplace was a typical mix of activity 
and pricing during the holiday season with companies taking various positions in light of erratic production schedules. This was the last week for 
buyers to build inventories and take advantage of cheaper 2011 contract pricing before next week’s prices jump up for 2012. Companies have also 
spent most of this week making necessary preparations for a smooth transition into new contracts starting next week. Industry now waits patiently, 
cautiously, and vigilantly to see how the marketplace will unfold in 2012. MSC contracts for 2012 finalized on both a formula basis and at much 
higher levels than preceding years. Frame contracts also closed at much higher levels for 2012. Market activity was moderate to active. Supplies of 
raw materials were light. Spot frame trading for this week was between 13.5-16 cents FOB. 

 
 

 
Source: USDA AMS Poultry Market News & Analysis 

Fat Content Last Year Last Year

15% or Less

Price Range - 18.00-19.00

 Wtd Avg Price - 18.50

Volume Traded - 82

Volume Exported - -

15-20%

Price Range 34.00 - 40.00 34.50 - 39.00 15.00-24.00 26.00 - 33.00 26.00 - 33.00 13.00-20.50

 Wtd Avg Price 20.88 16.18

Volume Traded 1,146 2,978

Volume Exported 966 408

20% or More

Price Range - 18.00-20.00

 Wtd Avg Price - 19.00

Volume Traded - 82

Volume Exported - -

Nov 2010 Nov 2010

15% or Less

 Wtd Avg Price - 18.50

Volume Traded - 530

Volume Exported - -

15-20%

 Wtd Avg Price 20.04 15.85

Volume Traded 5,595 12,556

Volume Exported 4,755 2,856

20% or More

 Wtd Avg Price - 19.38

Volume Traded - 530

Volume Exported - -

Note: Volume exported refers to that portion of the total volume that is destined for export markets.
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Source: USDA AMS Poultry Market News & Analysis 

U.S./Canadian Live Poultry Slaughtered Under Inspection 
Week Ending Dec 24, 2011 (Preliminary)  

U.S. Fowl Slaughtered Domestically 
 Light Hens  Heavy Hens Total Hens 

-----------------Thousands---------------------- 

Head 981 1,611 2,592 

Last Week 1,491 1,574 3,065 

Same week yr ago 1,297 1,072 2,369 

To-date/2011* 67,950 78,216 146,166 

To-date/2010* 69,305 72,125 141,430  
U.S. Fowl Slaughtered in Canada 

 Light Hens  Heavy Hens Total Hens 
-----------------Thousands---------------------- 

Head 165 0 165 

Last Week 191 0 191 

Same week yr ago 300 0 300 

To-date/2011* 16,725 474 17,199 

To-date/2010* 17,318 550 17,868 
Data Source: Agriculture and Agri-Food Canada, AISD, AID, Poultry Section  

Total U.S. Fowl Slaughtered in the U.S. and Canada 
 Light Hens  Heavy Hens Total Hens 

-----------------Thousands---------------------- 
Head 1,146 1,611 2,757 
Last Week 1,682 1,574 3,256 
Same week yr ago 1,597 1,072 2,669 
To-date/2011* 84,675 78,690 163,365 
To-date/2010* 86,623 72,675 159,298 
*Note: Year to-date totals reflect comparable time periods. 

Inspected Egg Products-U.S. & Canada Import/Export Trade 
U.S. Exports to Canada, in Pounds (000) (Preliminary) 
Week Ending Dec 24, 2011 Year-To-Date* 
Type  2011 2010 /1 2011 /2 2010 
Liquid 0 0 2,429 4,844 
Frozen 0 0 0 140 
Dried 0 40 267 515 
Total 0 40 2,696 5,499 
U.S. Imports From Canada, in Pounds (000) (Preliminary) 
Week Ending Dec 24, 2011 Year-To-Date* 
Type  2011 2010 /1 2011 /2 2010 
Liquid 174 276 14,592 18,141 
Frozen 3 8 998 683 
Dried 0 0 54 200 
Total 177 284 15,644 19,024 

Inspected Shell Eggs 
U.S Exports to Canada, In 30-Dozen Cases (Preliminary) 
Week Ending Dec 24, 2011 Year-To-Date* 
 2011 2010 /1 2011 /2 2010 
Jumbo 0 0 0 0 
Extra Large 750 6,720 105,499 98,259 
Large 2,400 9,810 208,611 174,075 
Medium 22 150 39,023 41,908 
Ungraded 0 2,580 228,990 312,766 
Misc 0 810 1,440 1,710 
Total 3,172 20,070 583,563 628,718 
/1 Comparable Week, to-date figures may not total due to rounding. 
/2 Includes revisions to previous week(s) 
*Note: Year to-date totals reflect comparable time periods.  
Data Source: Agriculture and Agri-Food Canada, AISD, AID, Poultry Section 
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1/ CODES FOR LAST SIGNIFICANT TRADE (L.S.T.):  M=MONDAY  T=TUESDAY  W=WEDNESDAY  R-THURSDAY  F=FRIDAY 
2/  Product contains 15/20% fat with skin added. 

NATIONAL YOUNG TURKEY PARTS, INCLUDING BULK MEAT and FROZEN (UNLESS SPECIFIED), CENTS PER LB., DELIVERED 
FIRST RECEIVERS, PART AND FULL TRUCKLOTS AS OF 30 Dec 2011. 

The market on white meat continues steady with steady to weak undertones.  Demand light.  Offerings light to moderate.  The market on 4-8 
lb. breasts is steady at best.  Demand and offerings light to moderate.  The market on institutional sized breasts is steady.  Demand light.  
Offerings light to moderate.  The market on tom necks and tails is steady; balance of tom bulk parts steady at best with undertones on drums 
and wings steady to weak.  Demand light.  Offerings light to moderate.  Trading light with activity centered on fresh MST for plant start-up 
next week.  For domestic: fresh - tails 49, tom necks 50, frozen tails 52 cents delivered.  For export: fresh thigh meat 146 cents delivered and 
frozen tom breast meat 245-260 cents shipping point.  

 WEEKLY    WEEKLY 
EXPORT TRADING        PRICE   L.S.T   WTD AVG  VOLUME  WTD AVG  VOLUME                                                         
FRIDAY, DEC 30, 2011  RANGE  CODE 1/  PRICE  (000)  PRICE  (000)                                                                              
DRUMSTICKS, TOMS 77.00  77.00 40 77.00 40 
WINGS FULL-CUT - TOMS       
WINGS, V-TYPE, TOM 100.00  100.00 208 100.00 208 
TAILS  R 51.00 56 51.00 56 
MECHANICALLY SEPARATED 4/       
THIGH MEAT - FROZEN 147.00-149.00  148.34 242 148.34 242 

EXPORT TRADING        PRICE   L.S.T   WTD AVG  VOLUME                                                         
THURSDAY, DEC 29, 2011  RANGE  CODE 1/  PRICE  (000)                                                                                
DRUMSTICKS, TOMS                                     F     77.13        364       
WINGS FULL-CUT - TOMS                                                            
WINGS, V-TYPE, TOM                                                          
TAILS                                               51.00          51.00        56       
MECHANICALLY SEPARATED 4/                                                        
THIGH MEAT - FROZEN                                    F      147.00       40    

EXPORT TRADING PRICE L.S.T. WTD AVG VOLUME 
WEDNESDAY, DEC 28, 2011  RANGE  CODE 1/  PRICE  (000)                                                                                
DRUMSTICKS, TOMS                               F 77.13 364                          
WINGS FULL-CUT - TOMS                      W 88.00 10                         
WINGS, V-TYPE, TOM                                               
TAILS                                                  F 51.50 80                      
MECHANICALLY SEPARATED 4/                                                    
THIGH MEAT - FROZEN                                 F 147.00 40                   

 

EXPORT TRADING PRICE L.S.T. WTD AVG VOLUME 
TUESDAY, DEC 27, 2011  RANGE  CODE 1/  PRICE  (000)                                                                                
DRUMSTICKS, TOMS                                       F   77.13 364      
WINGS FULL-CUT - TOMS                           W 88.00 10            
WINGS, V-TYPE, TOM                                          
TAILS                                               F      51.50        80       
MECHANICALLY SEPARATED 4/                                              
THIGH MEAT - FROZEN                                    F     147.00       40                       
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NO EXPORT TRADING REPORTED ON MONDAY, DECEMBER 26, 2011, DUE TO CHRISTMAS DAY HOLIDAY 
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