
 

INTERNATIONAL 
EGG AND POULTRY REVIEW 

  U.S. Department of Agriculture              Agricultural Marketing Service               Poultry Programs              Market News and Analysis  

          email: PYMNDSM@ams.usda.gov    TEL  515.284.4471    FAX 515.284.4468   website:  http://www.ams.usda.gov/pymarketnews.htm           DS 
1 

OCTOBER 11, 2011 
VOL. 14 NO 41 

Laying Hens in the European Union 
The EC ban on keeping hens in conventional (battery) cages is due to 
come into effect on January 1, 2012. Council Directive 1999/74/EC 
was adopted in 1999 and Austria, Germany and Sweden have 
already phased out conventional cages. The Netherlands took 
advantage of the massive culling of flocks due to the outbreak of 
Highly Pathogenic Avian Influenza in 2006 to transition some 
production to the new standards.  
 
Some of the Member States (MS) will have a difficult time meeting the 
deadline. In 2010, 32.4% of layers in the EU-27 were still in 
conventional cages; over half the layer hens in major egg producing 
countries Spain, Italy and Poland were in conventional cages. In April 
2011 the EU Health Commissioner Dalli warned that on January 1, 
2012 up to 85 million eggs per day could still be produced from non-
compliant cages.  
 

Average Number of Laying Hens in the EU-27 in '000 head 
                          2008     % 2009 % 2010 % 
Free range  31,397     6.2 34,763 6.8  38,576     7.6 
Barn  50,620  9.9 59,990 11.8  75,474    14.8 
Organic  8,717     1.7 9,671 1.9  11,050     2.2 
Cage 
  Traditional 263,940    51.8 253,224 49.7  165,028    32.4 
  Enriched    9,915 1.9  72,874    14.3 
Other  154,647    30.4 141,757 27.8  146,318    28.7 
Total               509,321  509,320  509,320  
Other: difference between the total of the Eurofarm Structure survey 
and the total of the communications according to reg.   
Source: European Commission - DG-AGRI  
     

2010 Average Number of Laying Hens in ‘000 head 
Non enriched  Enriched Total Total % altern. Chng 
 Cage Cage Altern.     / total 10/09 

Belgium 6,125 724 2,415 9,264 26.1 4.7% 
Bulgaria 1,755 578 827 3,160 26.2 -2.1% 
Czech Rep 5,436 0 323 5,760 5.6 7.6% 
Denmark 715 1,241 1,466 3,421 42.8 14.2% 
Germany 0 7,018 34,711 41,729 83.2 -3.6% 
Estonia 261 319 168 748 22.5 -6.0% 
Greece 4,799 207 322 5,328 6.0 6.5% 
Spain 37,909 6,317 2,366 46,592 5.1 5.8% 
France 19,218 16,146 10,167 45,531 22.3 -1.0% 
Ireland 1,169 218 1,006 2,394 42.0 11.8% 
Italy 27,723 7,593 14,260 49,575 28.8 6.5% 
Cyprus 192 154 89 434 20.5 -11.2% 
Latvia 485 1,643 233 2,360 9.9 10.0% 
Lithuania 886 1,608 110 2,605 4.2 5.7% 
Luxembourg 0 0 86 86 100.0 12.5% 
Hungary 1,395 3,492 753 5,640 13.4 2.0% 
Malta 111 172 5 288  -46.7% 
Netherlands 12,787 700 19,962 33,448 59.7 5.8% 
Austria 0 239 4,727 4,967 95.2 0.0% 
Poland 1) 22,033 7,637 3,111 32,781 9.5 -3.3% 
Portugal 3) 4,481 1,494 154 6,129 2.5 -5.8% 
Romania 2) 1,739 3,309 1,167 6,215 18.8 -5.7% 
Slovenia 464 179 668 1,311 51.0 20.2% 
Slovakia 2,088 852 751 3,691 20.4 -42.2% 
Finland 3) 1,024 2,079 1,011 4,114 24.6 0.5% 
Sweden 0 2,298 4,221 6,519 64.8 10.4% 
UK 10,156 8,737 20,018 38,911 51.4 4.9% 
EUR 27 165,028 72,874 125,100 363,002 34.5  
1) Polish industrial producing laying hens, which is 85% of total laying hen 
population    
2) Romanian industrial producing laying hens, which is 13% of total laying hen 
population. Free range data does not include the Romanian backyard flock of 
estimated 31,334,724 hens 
3)  Devision Cages and Enriched cages according to Message 2175/DSSPA 
to DG SANCO 
 
 
 
 

 

 
     

The investment for the farmer to transition egg production away 
from traditional cages is estimated to be €20 ($26.43*) per bird. 
The increase in the cost of egg production in the different MS is 
expected to range between 7% and 12%; the cost of production 
for free range eggs compared to eggs from traditional cages is 
calculated to be over 20%. When combined with other costs in 
the EU (the GMO ban, environmental restrictions on manure 
and barn emissions, higher labor and energy costs) egg 
production in the EU could end up costing 50-60% more than 
countries like the U.S. and Brazil.  
 
Egg prices in the EU are currently low due to overproduction. It 
is possible that some egg farmers have already put new barns 
into production but are still using their traditional cages as long 
as possible. The current overproduction could turn into an 
underproduction of eggs come January 1, 2012 when many 
producers make the transition simultaneously. Production of 
eggs for consumption, in metric tons, is forecast to increase 
0.1% in 2012. 
 
*On October 5, 2011, €1.00 = US$1.32  
Source:  European Commission – DG AGRI; USDA/FAS GAIN Report  
 
 
 
 
 
 

Source:  European Commission – DG AGRI 
 
 

 

 

Source:  European Commission – DG AGRI 
EU - EU27; BE - Belgium 
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WEEKLY U.S./CANADIAN LIVE POULTRY 
SLAUGHTERED UNDER INSPECTION 

Week ending  01-Oct-11  
U.S. fowl slaughtered domestically 

Thousands Light Hens Heavy Hens Total 
 -------Thousands------- 
Head 1,377 1,557 2,934 
Last Week 1,187 1,685 2,872 
Same week yr ago 1,394 1,434 2,828 
To-date/2011* 53,247 60,280 113,527 
To-date/2010* 54,919 55,026 109,945 
 

U.S. fowl slaughtered in Canada 
Thousands Light Hens Heavy Hens Total Hens 
 ------Thousands------- 
Head 100 0 100 
Last Week 290 24 314 
Same week yr ago 370 0 370 
To-date/2011* 14,215 408 14,623 
To-date/2010* 13,337 373 13,710 
Data Source: Agriculture and Agri-Food Canada, AISD, AID, Poultry Section   

Total U.S. fowl slaughtered in the U.S. and Canada 
Thousands Light Hens Heavy Hens Total Hens 
 ------Thousands-------  
Head 1,477 1,557 3,034 
Last Week 1,477 1,709 3,186 
Same week yr ago 1,764 1,434 3,198 
To-date/2011* 67,462 60,688 128,150 
To-date/2010* 68,256 55,399 123,655 
 
*Note: Year to-date totals reflect comparable time periods. 
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INSPECTED EGG PRODUCTS – 
U.S. & CANADA IMPORT/EXPORT TRADE 

U.S. Exports to Canada, in Pounds (000) (Preliminary) 
Week Ending October 01, 2011  Year-To-Date* 
Type 2011 2010 /1 2011 /2 2010 
Liquid 49 0 1,643 3,008 
Frozen 0 0 0 88 
Dried 0 0 139 345 
Total 49 0 1,782 3,441 

U.S. Imports From Canada, in Pounds (Preliminary) 
Week Ending October 01, 2011 Year-To-Date* 
Type 2011 2010 /1 2011 /2 2010 
Liquid 341 339 12,015 15,111 
Frozen 8 57 757 469 
Dried 0 0 48 151 
Total 349 396 12,820 15,731 
Inspected Shell Eggs 

U.S Exports To Canada, In 30-Dozen Cases (Preliminary) 
Week Ending October 01, 2011  Year-To-Date* 
 2011 2010 /1  2011 /2 2010 
Jumbo 0 0 0 0 
Extra Large 3,540 2,460 63,829 62,461 
Large 6,208 4,870 122,584 106,185 
Medium 810 420 32,041 34,222 
Ungraded 3,948 11,532 129,164 186,763 
Misc 0 0 1,440 900 
Total 14,506 19,282 349,058 390,531 
/1 Comparable Week, to-date figures may not total due to rounding. 
/2 Includes revisions to previous week(s). 
*Note: Year to-date totals reflect comparable time periods. 
Data Source: Agriculture and Agri-Food Canada, AISD, AID, Poultry Section 

NATIONAL MECHANICALLY SEPARATED CHICKEN 
(F.O.B. Shipper Dock or equivalent; negotiated prices in trucklot and less-than-trocklot volumes reported in thousand pound quantities, cents/pound, delivery within 2 weeks ) 
Prices trended steady to weak on fresh 15-20% and mostly steady on the remainder of fat contents. Supplies of MSC were light to heavy.  
Schedules were normal. Domestic demand was moderate. Export demand was moderate to good with most interest on frozen 15-20% for Asia,  
Central America, and the Caribbean. The spot marketplace has slowed in recent weeks indicating a possible shift to more seasonal patterns.  
With the fluctuation in the marketplace, many are left to wonder when and where it will finally settle. In light of this, industry persists in closely  
monitoring the marketplace, as well as a variety of influencing factors (i.e. production, frame and MSC availability, input costs, demand, and MSC 
prices) in hopes of garnering some kind of reliable direction in predicting the future marketplace. Negotiations for 2012 contracts have officially  
begun for a majority of the industry these past two weeks with a few more set to start in coming weeks. Market activity was moderate to  
instances active with some seasonal slowing noted. Supplies of raw materials were light. Frames traded mostly between 13-14 cents FOB. 

                       

                       

 

Fat Content Last Year Last Year
15% or Less

Price Range - 30.00 - 32.00 18.00-19.00
 Wtd Avg Price - 18.57
Volume Traded - 143

Volume Exported - -
15-20%
Price Range 32.00 - 38.00 31.00 - 38.00 15.00-22.00 24.00 - 33.00 25.00 - 33.00 12.50-19.00

 Wtd Avg Price 19.91 16.09
Volume Traded 1,284 3,372

Volume Exported 1,164 612
20% or More

Price Range - - 18.00
 Wtd Avg Price - 18.00
Volume Traded - 41

Volume Exported - -

Sep 2010 Sep 2010
15% or Less

 Wtd Avg Price - 18.80
Volume Traded - 408

Volume Exported - -
15-20%

 Wtd Avg Price 20.43 16.14
Volume Traded 6,576 12,811

Volume Exported 6,336 1,999
20% or More

 Wtd Avg Price - 17.75
Volume Traded - 163

Volume Exported - -
Note: Volume exported refers to that portion of the total volume that is destined for export markets.
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 National Young Turkey Parts  
Including bulk meat and frozen (unless specified), cents per lb., delivered first receivers, part and full trucklots as of 07 Oct 2011.  
 
The market on bulk parts was fully steady to firm. Demand was moderate to good and best for export. Offerings limited. The market on 
tom breast meat was steady to firm, balance of white meat steady. Demand and offerings light to moderate. The thigh meat market is 
steady to fully steady. Demand was moderate. Offerings light. Trading was slow to moderate. For domestic: fresh full cut wings 85-88 
cents, fresh hen breeder breast meat 218 cents, fresh scapula 191 cents, fresh tom necks 45-47 cents and fresh tails 49-54 cents. For 
export: fresh thigh meat 137 cents and fresh tom drums 85 cents.  

 
Export Trading       
     Weekly Weekly 
 Price L.S.T. Wtd Avg Volume Wtd Avg Volume 
Friday, October 07, 2011 Range Code 1/ Price (000) Price (000) 

Drumsticks, Toms 92.00-117.0  110.24 148 112.67 256 
Wings Full-Cut - Toms       
Wings, V-Type, Tom  R 119.00 216 119.00 432 
Tails 51.00  51.00 40 50.13 188 
Mechanically Separated 2/ 36.00  36.00 80 36.00 80 
Thigh Meat - Frozen  F 135.00 54   

       
 Price L.S.T. Wtd Avg Volume   
Thursday, October 06, 2011 Range Code 1/ Price (000)   

Drumsticks, Toms 116.00  116.00 54   
Wings Full-Cut - Toms       
Wings, V-Type, Tom 119.00  119.00 216   
Tails  W 49.89 148   
Mechanically Separated 2/       
Thigh Meat - Frozen  F 135.00 54   

       
 Price L.S.T. Wtd Avg Volume   
Wednesday, October 05, 2011 Range Code 1/ Price (000)   

Drumsticks, Toms 116.00  116.00 54   
Wings Full-Cut - Toms       
Wings, V-Type, Tom 119.00  119.00 216   
Tails 48.00-55.00  49.89 148   
Mechanically Separated 2/       
Thigh Meat - Frozen  F 135.00 54   

       
 Price L.S.T. Wtd Avg Volume   
Tuesday, October 04, 2011 Range Code 1/ Price (000)   

Drumsticks, Toms  R 102.00 108   
Wings Full-Cut - Toms       
Wings, V-Type, Tom  R 116.00 120   
Tails  F 48.00 40   
Mechanically Separated 2/       
Thigh Meat - Frozen  F 135.00 54   
       

 Price L.S.T. Wtd Avg Volume   
Monday, October 03, 2011 Range Code 1/ Price (000)   

Drumsticks, Toms  R 102.00 108   
Wings Full-Cut - Toms       
Wings, V-Type, Tom  R 116.00 120   
Tails  F 48.00 40   
Mechanically Separated 2/       
Thigh Meat - Frozen  F 135.00 54   

 
1/ Codes For Last Significant Trade (L.S.T.):  M=Monday  T=Tuesday  W=Wednesday  R-Thursday  F=Friday 
2/ Product contains 15-20% fat with skin added. 
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