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New Philippine Meat Regulations on Retail Sales of Frozen Meat 
The Philippine Department of Agriculture (DA) issued an 
Administrative Order (A.O. 22) in November 2010 that imposed new 
technical requirements on retail sales of frozen and chilled meat and 
meat products in the meat markets. The regulation imposes new 
packaging, labeling, inspection, traceability and cold chain 
requirements that trade sources say create one of the strictest 
regimens in Asia. The regulation does not apply to meat sold in 
restaurants or for processing. The complete text of AO 22 is available 
at: www.da.gov.ph/agrilaws/AO2010/AO percent2022_Nov2310.pdf 
 
Several governments and industry organizations have expressed 
concern to the Philippine Government over its failure to notify the 
World Trade Organization (WTO) for comment prior to 
implementation of AO 22. The measure appears to be trade 
restrictive and seems to discriminate against imported meat which is 
chilled or frozen, compared to domestic fresh meat, and is not in line 
with international standards on hygienic conditions.   
 
The local trade raised four main objections to the Order: lack of 
timely notification and opportunity to comment; lack of physical and 
administrative capacity to comply with the order; the failure of the 
Order to apply to fresh “warm” meat; and the means of enforcement. 
The trade also asserts that AO 22 unfairly targets imports since it 
only applies to frozen meat and meat products, and not to “warm” 
meat. Nearly all imported meat is frozen; the vast majority of locally 
produced meat is never chilled between slaughter and market.  
 
Importers have noted severe infrastructure barriers to complying with 
the Order. Freezers are almost non-existent in outdoor “wet” markets 
and are beyond the means of most small vendors. Many of the meat 
stalls do not even have access to electricity. There are also well 
established importers and distributors who do not have the newly 
required temperature controlled thawing rooms and refrigerated 
trucks. Most retailers and/or distributors had to urgently source and 
stock new packaging materials. 
 
While DA officials claim the objective of A.O. 22 is to improve food 
safety standards, numerous sources assert that the DA regulation is 
a response to calls from hog and poultry producers for trade 
restrictions and import bans in the wake of record pork (up 56%) and 
poultry meat (up 52%) imports in 2010. 
 
The U.S., EU, and Canada, which supply over 97% of pork and over 
70% of poultry imports, continue to encourage the Philippine 
Government to suspend the Order and to notify the WTO for 
comment, as per standard international practice. Some governments 
have questioned why “warm” meat has been excluded from the 
packaging and cold chain requirements of AO 22. In May the DA 
released draft of a broader Administrative Order to cover freshly 
slaughtered, chilled, frozen and thawed meat in meat markets, but 
with significantly different standards for each. 
 
Many analysts believe it was the recent entry of cheaper imported 
pork products in the wet markets that spurred recent protests from 
hog producers, and was one of the driving forces behind A.O. 22. 
While the regulation applies to all frozen meat, government officials 
have focused attention and comments almost exclusively on the lack 
of cold chain facilities in the wet market. While most supermarkets 
could meet the new temperature requirements, the trade has raised 
concerns over the potential impact of A.O. 22’s provisions on 
packaging, labeling, inspection, and traceability for all retail meats, 
including beef.  
 
Source: USDA GAIN Report; Philippine DA; news wires 

 

 

 

Chicken imports by country of origin (kgs) 
  2008 2009 2010 
USA 13,743,182 27,635,614 51,137,356 
Canada 17,122,136 17,115,460 21,885,103 
Brazil 8,215,828 14,125,214 16,865,319 
EU 1,182,997 2,392,512 7,116,489 
Australia 5,476,811 5,881,464 4,953,182 
Others 31,450 114,607 184,064 
Total 45,772,404 67,264,871 101,957,447 
Source: Philippine Bureau of Animal Industry 
 

Pork imports by origin (kgs) 
  2008 2009  2010 
Canada 31,724,893 42,617,357  47,492,231 
EU  26,277,119 15,427,342  49,881,127 
Australia 1,478,008 1,928,722  2,494,785 
Brazil    1,553,626 
Others 5,529,560 5,529,560  5,529,560 
Total 109,366,006 114,365,159  178,905,096 
Source: Philippine Bureau of Animal Industry 

 
Philippine Chicken Imports by Cut (kg) 

  2008 2009 2010 
Chicken Cuts 3,387,143 2,992,675 3,384,227 
CLQ* 16,069,476 26,371,512 38,449,181 
Whole Chicken 410,386 250,777 603,258 
Chicken Offal 15,945 40,387 121,114 
Sub-total Chicken Meat/1 19,882,950 29,616,973 42,557,780 
Deboned (MDM)* 25,421,374 36,887,340 59,063,738 
Fats 47,174 211,526 103,680 
Rind/Skin 420,905 510,654 232,248 
Sub-total Others/2 25,889,453 37,609,520 59,399,667 
Total 45,772,404 67,264,871101,957,447 
Source:  Philippine Bureau of Animal Industry 
*Chicken Leg Quarters 
/1 Chicken meat sub-total (i.e., leg quarters, cuts, whole and offal) 
– under TRQ 
/2 Others sub-total (i.e., MDM, fats and rinds/skin for meat 
processing) – not under TRQ 
Note:  in 2007 the Philippine Government lowered the tariffs on 
chicken MDM to 5 percent and made it exempt from MAV/TRQ. 
This resulted in a rapid increase in MDM imports and allowed 
more high-value poultry products (i.e., chicken leg quarters and 
other chicken cuts) to enter under the TRQ. 
     

 

H.S. codes 0207140090; 0207140010; 0207140025; 1602320035 
Source: Department of Commerce, U.S. Census Bureau, Foreign 
Trade Statistics  
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Inspected Egg Products-U.S. & Canada Import/Export Trade 
U.S. Exports to Canada, in Pounds (000) (Preliminary) 
Week Ending Jun 25, 2011 Year-To-Date* 
Type  2011 2010 /1 2011 /2 2010 
Liquid 50 0 675 1,933 
Frozen 0 40 0 40 
Dried 0 0 104 209 
Total 50 40 779 2,182 
U.S. Imports From Canada, in Pounds (000) (Preliminary) 
Week Ending Jun 25, 2011 Year-To-Date* 
Type  2011 2010 /1 2011 /2 2010 
Liquid 231 580 7,656 10,153 
Frozen 23 4 485 204 
Dried 0 0 0 0 
Total 254 584 8,141 10,357 

Inspected Shell Eggs 
U.S Exports to Canada, In 30-Dozen Cases (Preliminary) 
Week Ending Jun 25, 2011 Year-To-Date* 
 2011 2010 /1 2011 /2 2010 
Jumbo 0 0 0 0 
Extra Large 540 3,930 40,669 39,776 
Large 950 2,860 69,493 56,565 
Medium 90 1,740 20,905 24,492 
Ungraded 0 2,578 79,670 93,911 
Misc 0 0 0 0 
Total 1,580 11,108 210,737 214,744 
/1 Comparable Week, to-date figures may not total due to rounding. 
/2 Includes revisions to previous week(s) 
*Note: Year to-date totals reflect comparable time periods.  
Data Source: Agriculture and Agri-Food Canada, AISD, AID, Poultry Section 

WEEKLY U.S./CANADIAN LIVE POULTRY 
SLAUGHTERED UNDER INSPECTION 

Week ending  25-Jun-11    (PRELIMINARY)                           
U.S. fowl slaughtered domestically 

Thousands                  Light                Heavy                  Total 
                        Hens                  Hens                  Hens 
Head 1,249 1,934 3,183 
Last Week 944 1,781 2,725 
Same week yr ago 1,284 1,459 2,743 
To-date/2011* 35,369 37,596 72,965 
To-date/2010* 36,437 33,954 70,391 
 

U.S. fowl slaughtered in Canada 
Thousands Light Heavy Total 
 Hens Hens Hens 
Head 225 26 251 
Last Week 523 13 536 
Same week yr ago 317 0 317 
To-date/2011* 9,683 242 9,925 
To-date/2010* 9,180 202 9,382 
  

Total U.S. fowl slaughtered in the U.S. and Canada 
Thousands Light Heavy Total 
 Hens Hens Hens 
Head 1,474 1,960 3,434 
Last Week 1,467 1,794 3,261 
Same week yr ago 1,601 1,459 3,060 
To-date/2011* 45,052 37,838 82,890 
To-date/2010* 45,617 34,156 79,773  
*Note: Year to-date totals reflect comparable time periods. 
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NATIONAL MECHANICALLY SEPARATED CHICKEN 
(F.O.B. Shipper Dock or equiv., negotiated prices in trucklot and less-than-trucklot volumes reported in thousand lb quantities, cents/lb; delivery within 2 weeks.) 
MSC prices trended steady on all fat contents. Supplies of 15-20% MSC were light to moderate with the balance light. Schedules were normal 
to reduced for the Independence holiday. Demand was moderate to good into both domestic and export channels. Market activity was  
seasonally light to active with most interest on fresh 15-20% MSC. Buyer activity on the spot marketplace continues to be strong as finished  
product sales remain good. Trucking issues ranging from availability to cost persist for many. Raw material supplies were tight.  Frame values 
were fully steady trading between 11-15 cents FOB, mostly 12-13 cents FOB. 
                       

                       

  
 
                       

                       
  

Source:  USDA AMS Poultry Market News & Analysis 
 

Fat Content Last Year Last Year
15% or Less

Price Range 24.00 25.00 - 29.00 26.00
 Wtd Avg Price 24.00 26.00
Volume Traded 270 326

Volume Exported 270 204
15-20%
Price Range 24.00 - 28.00 24.00 - 29.00 20.00-30.25 20.00 - 26.00 20.00 - 27.00 18.00-26.00

 Wtd Avg Price 26.07 19.46
Volume Traded 1,968 3,109

Volume Exported 1,928 245
20% or More

Price Range - 22.00
 Wtd Avg Price - 22.00
Volume Traded - 82

Volume Exported - -

Jun 2010 Jun 2011
15% or Less

 Wtd Avg Price - 26.13
Volume Traded - 866

Volume Exported - 305
15-20%

 Wtd Avg Price 26.22 20.44
Volume Traded 7,079 13,264

Volume Exported 6,499 653
20% or More

 Wtd Avg Price - 20.60
Volume Traded - 204

Volume Exported - -
Note: Volume exported refers to that portion of the total volume that is destined for export markets.
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1/ CODES FOR LAST SIGNIFICANT TRADE (L.S.T.):  M=MONDAY  T=TUESDAY  W=WEDNESDAY  R-THURSDAY  F=FRIDAY 
2/  Product contains 15/20% fat with skin added. 

NATIONAL YOUNG TURKEY PARTS, INCLUDING BULK MEAT and FROZEN (UNLESS SPECIFIED), CENTS PER LB., DELIVERED 
FIRST RECEIVERS, PART AND FULL TRUCKLOTS AS OF 05 JULY 2011. 

The market on bulk turkey parts is steady to fully steady. Demand and offerings light to moderate. The fresh white meat market is steady, 
while frozen white meat is steady to barely steady. Demand is light with offerings light to moderate. Thigh meat market is fully steady. 
Demand is light to moderate. Offerings are light. The mechanically separated turkey market is steady to fully steady. Demand and offerings 
light to moderate. Market activity for all parts was slow to moderate for pre-holiday movement. For domestic: frozen A grade breast basted 8-
10 lb. 165 cents, 10-12 and 12-14 lb. 175 cents, 14-16 lb. 180 cents, fresh scapula 194 cents and fresh full cut wings 75 cents. For export: 
frys 285 cents, livers 25 cents, hand defatted gizzards 105 cents and fresh thigh 133 cents.  

 WEEKLY    WEEKLY 
EXPORT TRADING        PRICE   L.S.T   WTD AVG  VOLUME  WTD AVG  VOLUME                                                         
FRIDAY, JULY 01, 2011  RANGE  CODE 1/  PRICE  (000)  PRICE  (000)                                                                              
DRUMSTICKS, TOMS                     91.00-94.00        92.39    336   90.84    444 
WINGS FULL-CUT - TOMS                                                         
WINGS, V-TYPE, TOM                   99.00-100.0        99.34    348   99.34    348 
TAILS                                              R    44.00     40   44.00     40 
MECHANICALLY SEPARATED 4/                                                     
THIGH MEAT - FROZEN                       135.00       135.00     40  135.00     40 

EXPORT TRADING        PRICE   L.S.T   WTD AVG  VOLUME   
THURSDAY, JUNE 30, 2011  RANGE  CODE 1/  PRICE  (000)   
DRUMSTICKS, TOMS                     84.00-88.00  86.00 108  
WINGS FULL-CUT - TOMS                                                         
WINGS, V-TYPE, TOM                              
TAILS                                             44.00     44.00     40   
MECHANICALLY SEPARATED 4/                                                     
THIGH MEAT - FROZEN                           
 

EXPORT TRADING PRICE L.S.T. WTD AVG VOLUME 
WEDNESDAY, JUNE 29, 2011  RANGE  CODE 1/  PRICE  (000)                                                                                
DRUMSTICKS, TOMS                      F 91.11 243 
WINGS FULL-CUT - TOMS                                                         
WINGS, V-TYPE, TOM                    W 102.00 120 
TAILS                                              W 43.00 40 
MECHANICALLY SEPARATED 4/                                                     W 30.00 40 
THIGH MEAT - FROZEN                            W           135.54 376                   

 

EXPORT TRADING PRICE L.S.T. WTD AVG VOLUME 
TUESDAY, JUNE 28, 2011  RANGE  CODE 1/  PRICE  (000)                                                                                
DRUMSTICKS, TOMS                      F 91.11 243        
WINGS FULL-CUT - TOMS                                                         
WINGS, V-TYPE, TOM                    W 102.00 120 
TAILS                                              W 43.00 40 
MECHANICALLY SEPARATED 4/                                                     W 30.00 40 
THIGH MEAT - FROZEN                        W 135.54 376                      
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EXPORT TRADING PRICE L.S.T. WTD AVG VOLUME 
MONDAY, JUNE 27, 2011  RANGE  CODE 1/  PRICE  (000)                                                                                
DRUMSTICKS, TOMS                      F       91.11    243   
WINGS FULL-CUT - TOMS                                                         
WINGS, V-TYPE, TOM                          W      102.00    120 
TAILS                                              W    43.00     40   
MECHANICALLY SEPARATED 4/                                                     W 30.00 40 
THIGH MEAT - FROZEN                        W 135.54 376                              
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