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 HONEY MARKET FOR THE MONTH OF JUNE, 2012 

IN VOLUMES OF 10,000 POUNDS OR GREATER UNLESS OTHERWISE STATED 
Prices paid to beekeepers for extracted, unprocessed honey in major producing states by packers, handlers & other large users, cents 

per pound, f.o.b. or delivered nearby, containers exchanged or returned, prompt delivery & payment unless otherwise stated. 
- REPORT INCLUDES BOTH NEW AND OLD CROP HONEY -  

(# Some in Small Lot --- +Some delayed payments or previous commitment) 

  

  

CALIFORNIA     

               Clover Light Amber $1.70   

               Orange White $1.89 - $1.94 

DAKOTAS     

               Alfalfa Light Amber $1.75   

               Alfalfa Extra Light Amber $1.75 - $2.00 

               Clover White $1.75 - $1.95 

               Sunflower Extra Light Amber $1.70 - $1.95 

               Buckwheat Light Amber $1.70   

               Buckwheat Extra Light Amber $1.85   

               Western White $1.70 - $1.75 

               Western Extra Light Amber $1.70   

     

FLORIDA     

               Orange White $1.85 - $1.94 

               Orange Extra Light Amber $1.85 - $1.90 

                Palmetto Extra Light Amber $1.75 - $1.80 

                Palmetto Light Amber $1.40 - $1.70 

                Wildflower Extra Light Amber $1.70 - $1.80 

     

LOUISIANA     

                Clover Light Amber $1.65   

               Tallow Light Amber $1.50   

MISSISSIPPI     

               Wildflower Extra Light Amber $1.75   

     

TEXAS     

              Tallow Light Amber $1.45 - $1.55 

              Tallow Extra Light Amber $1.55   

     

Prices paid to Canadian Beekeepers for unprocessed, bulk honey by packers and 

importers in U. S. currency, f.o.b. shipping point, containers included unless 

otherwise stated.  Duty and crossing charges extra.  Cents per pound. 

             Mixed Flowers white $1.72 - $1.85 

             Mixed Flowers Light Amber $1.28 - $1.38 

             Mixed Flowers Extra Light Amber $1.43 - $1.49 

             Clover White $1.56 - $1.58 

 

 

Prices paid to importers for bulk honey, duty paid, containers included, cents per 

pound, ex-dock or point of entry unless otherwise stated.  

             Argentina     

                  Mixed Flowers White $1.39 - $1.57 

                  Mixed Flowers Extra Light Amber $1.39 - $1.52 

                  Mixed Flowers Light Amber $1.32 - $1.38 

             Brazil     

                  Orange Extra Light Amber $1.64 - $1.82 

                  ORGANIC White $1.79   

                  ORGANIC Light Amber $1.49 - $1.57 

            India     

                   Mixed Flowers White     $1.47   

                   Mixed Flowers Extra Light Amber     $1.35 - $1.47 

                   Mixed Flowers Light Amber     $1.29   

                   Mustard Extra Light Amber $1.38   

              MEXICO     

                    Mixed Flowers Light Amber $1.36 - $1.40 

             Uruguay     

                   Mixed Flowers Extra Light Amber $1.39   

                   Mixed Flowers Light Amber $1.36 - $1.38 

                   ORGANIC Light Amber $1.56   

             Vietnam     

                  Mixed Flowers Light Amber $1.32 - $1.37 

     

 

 

COLONY, HONEY PLANT AND MARKET CONDITIONS DURING JUNE, 2012   

 
APPALACHIAN DISTRICT (MD, PA, VA, WV):   Hot, humid, hazy. It's August in June in the District and this has not been good for the colonies. Due 

to the excessively hot temperatures, the nectar is not available. The weather patterns all spring and early summer have played havoc on nectar flows and 
have resulted in a shortage of honey production. Two weeks of daytime highs in the nineties and lows in the seventies have slowed bee activity. 

Wildflowers and clover are current sources; however, nectar from these is at minimum due to the hot, dry weather. Localized thunderstorms have passed 

through the District, but they have not relieved the dry conditions. Due to the shortage of nectar and honey stores, beekeepers are being encouraged to 

provide supplemental feeding for colonies to sustain them. This recommendation comes much earlier than normal for the area. 
 

ALABAMA:  Alabama beekeepers are gathering honey all over the state.  Production is reported as good.  Bees were still bringing in nectar in June from 

Mimosa, Vitex, and other early summer nectar producers.  Honey bees were in high numbers in Alabama colonies  
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which is helping by having many foragers out collecting even though the nectar flow has declined.  Bees appear to be in good condition.  Pest problems 

are spotty.  Mites seem to be increasing but Small Hive Beetle infestations are reported as light except in weak hives like nucs or other weak hives.  Sale 

of nucs and hives has been brisk this spring.  Colony numbers in Alabama and the number of beekeepers in Alabama continues to expand.  Beekeepers 

have reported getting unfertile queens and nucs with bad queens from queen and package producers. 

 
ARIZONA:  Temperatures in Arizona were above normal for the month of June. The high temperature for the month was reported at 115 degrees 

Fahrenheit in Yuma, while low was 25 at the Grand Canyon. There was little precipitation across the state during the month, as only two of 21 reporting 
stations received precipitation during the entire month.  Tucson reported 0.29 inches and Willcox reported 0.06 inches. All reporting stations are under 

75% of their average precipitation levels for the year.   The main nectar and pollen sources in the state were melons – watermelon, cantaloupe, honeydew 
and mixed melons; alfalfa, and desert plant bloom.  Demand for honey remains good. 

 

ARKANSAS:  Pollen and nectar sources received during June were from various trees, wild flowers and various crops.  Colonies were in generally good 

conditions.   June had very warm temperatures  with normal rainfall.  Supply and demand were both good. 
 

CALIFORNIA:.  June weather began with dry and warm conditions for the majority of the state.  No significant precipitation was reported. As the month 

progressed, a winter-like storm entered Northern California.  Precipitation fell from Modesto northward to Yreka, and from Monterey to Crescent City 

along the coast.  The strong cold front brought rain and numerous thunderstorms to the Sacramento Valley and surrounding mountains with snow to the 

Sierra Nevada above 6,000 feet.  Southern California remained rain-free and mostly sunny.  The month ended with near to above normal temperatures 
statewide under the influence of high pressure.  The desert areas and Imperial Valley experienced triple digit high temperatures, with the rest of state 

experiencing normal seasonal temperatures. Bees are generally in good health, but need supplemental feeding at this point (Sugar syrup only, no pollen 
substitutes)  The colonies are large, strong and healthy. Young colonies and queens are developing superbly and beekeepers are applying mite treatments 

as weather permits. Honey extraction is very light and beekeepers do not expect much more quantity except for the bees that were placed in alfalfa seed 
pollination. Foragers are exploiting the end of the spring honey flow.  Bees continued to work kiwi and seed onion for pollination, and citrus for honey 

production.  Hives were placed in pomegranate orchards in the southern San Joaquin Valley.   Some hives were moved to vine seed fields. After a late 
start, sunflower fields are blooming in Northern California, with thousands of bees working to pollinate the plants. 

 
 

COLORADO:  During the month of June it has been hot, dry and windy in Colorado.   The hot, dry and windy weather reduced vegetative cover, thereby 

reducing the potential for pollen and nectar for the bees.  Windy conditions have also influenced flying time for the bees.   There has been a tremendous 

amount of wild fires across the State.  In many cases, these fires were started by dry lightning from thunderstorms that produced little or no precipitation.  

Many homes have been destroyed by these fires.  One beekeeper stated that he had been keeping bees since 1976 and had never witnessed any year that 
was dryer than the present.  Clear to partly cloudy skies prevailed throughout most of the state during the month of June.   Above normal temperatures 

and below normal precipitation were present across all of Colorado.    According to the U.S. Drought Monitor, almost the entire State of Colorado is 
listed as being in an extreme to severe drought.   Growing degree days (GDD), accumulated from March 1 to June 30 are ahead of normal in all reporting 

stations in Colorado.  Colorado beekeepers actively have their hives working in the state at this time.   Currently the flow of honey is primarily from 

irrigated alfalfa that was not frosted in the late spring. Beekeepers have indicated that they are not finding very many wild flowers for their bees this year 

due to the dry conditions.   Very few bears have been seen this season by beekeepers.   It is anticipated that many beekeepers will begin extracting new 
crop honey by the middle of July.  At this time, it does not appear that there will be a great crop of honey in Colorado due to the dry conditions.  

Beekeepers are hoping for some moisture to help with obtaining a honey flow yet this season.    Keepers have needed to provide supplemental feeding of 
corn syrup to their bees to prevent them from starving.   Beekeepers from Colorado have reported that their bees continue to look healthy with low bee 

losses. This year continues a good trend of lower mite levels in Colorado hives, when compared to the past few years.  Demand for honey continues to be 

excellent in Colorado as beekeepers await the harvest of their 2012 crop.  Colorado beekeepers anticipate good prices for new 2012 crop honey.     

 

 
FLORIDA: Tropical storm Debby in late June brought many areas ten or more inches of rain in only a few days, with a few areas received as much as 

twenty inches of rain. The honey producing season was essentially finished by this time or the impact on honey production would have been larger. June 

weather was generally hot with localized heavy rain, while the eastern Space Coast area of Florida was one of the better places for bees in June because 

of generally cooler and less wet conditions.  Mites were worse than normal with most beekeepers treating for them.  Small hive beetles were also a 
problem because of the hot weather. Heat was responsible for some hive losses during the month, but the losses were reported to be less than one percent. 

Overall bee health was generally good. It is estimated that by mid-June seventy five percent of the commercial bee hives had been relocated to Northern 
and Northeastern states for pollination work and some honey production, primarily clover honey. Pollination fees were reported to be $50-$60 per hive 

per setting for row crops such as cucumbers and squash. Blueberry and cranberry fees were reported to be in the $75-$90 range per hive per setting. A 
setting is usually for two weeks, but may be shorter or longer. Hives are then relocated a couple of miles away which results in more work for the 

beekeepers, however they also receive another pollination fee. Palmetto and gallberry ended in early June, with Spanish needle, sabal palm or cabbage 

palm and wildflowers available in late June. The blooming season for most sources of pollen and nectar appeared to be about two weeks earlier than 

normal due to favorable weather early in the growing season. Supplemental feeding was required because of limited sources of nectar.  Honey production 

was primarily used by the bees to sustain the hives. Fairly light supplies of the major types of honey produced such as tupelo, orange blossom, gallberry 
and palmetto coupled with fairly good demand kept prices steady from the previous month.  Beekeepers were left with very light stored supplies by the 

end of the month.   

 

GEORGIA: The weather conditions varied around the state. The majority of areas still had drought like conditions, with sporadic rainstorms. High 
temperatures and lack of rain had an effect throughout much of the state. The southern parts did get relief with rain from Tropical Storm Debby. Some 

beekeepers had to use supplemental feeding for their bees, while in the northern areas no feeding was required. Beekeepers are extracting honey at this 

time. The volume of honey produced has been reported to be less than in previous years in most areas, with some areas producing about forty percent less 

than last year’s crop. Most of the pollen from the southern areas has been from the watermelon and cantaloupe fields, while up north clover, sumac and 
devil’s walking stick are available. 
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IDAHO: According to beekeepers the month of June started with adequate moisture and cooler temperatures.  The second half of the month ended on a 

warmer trend, with highs on many days well above 90 degrees.  A mix of clear to cloudy skies prevailed throughout the state during the month.   Near 

normal temperatures and below normal precipitation were present across Idaho.  According to the U.S. Drought Monitor, the eastern areas of Idaho were 

listed as being abnormally dry in the short term.  Near normal precipitation and soil moisture conditions were present in the rest of the state.   Growing 

degree days (GDD), accumulated from March 1 to June 30 are ahead of normal in all reporting stations.  According to beekeepers, if the State receives a 
couple more good rains, this year could have the potential to produce a great crop of honey.  Idaho beekeepers actively have their hives working in Idaho, 

Montana and Wyoming.  At the present time, the flow of honey is primarily from Dutch clover, wild flowers, clover and alfalfa.  It is anticipated that 
many beekeepers will begin extracting new crop honey by the middle of July.   No supplemental feeding has been necessary this summer.  Beekeepers 

have reported that their bees continue to look healthy with low bee losses.  This year continues a good trend of lower mite levels in Idaho hives, when 
compared to the past few years.  Demand for honey continues to be excellent in Idaho as beekeepers await the harvest of their 2012 crop.  Idaho 

beekeepers anticipate good prices for the new 2012 crop honey.     

 

ILLINOIS: The weather for the month of June ranged from the 80s to upper 90s as temperatures were unseasonably warm with fairly light to moderate 
moisture for the northern and central part of the state.  Temperatures were much warmer and unfavorable for southern parts of the state.  However there 

were a few cooler days and nights during the early part of the month but still unseasonably warm and dry.  Beekeepers reported that bees were in fair to 

good condition even though the heat index went up to 112 and better during the latter part of the month.  Beekeepers reported a fairly good to good honey 

flow during the early part of the month but later stopped due to the triple digit temperatures.  Very little to normal supplemental feeding was mentioned 

by the Beekeepers as they seem to be happy with their bee’s health.  There was very little foliage for the bees to feed on due to the heat and very little 
moisture.  Demand for honey is moderate to fairly good.  Prices at retail and farmers markets were reported as generally unchanged.   

 
IOWA, KANSAS, MISSOURI, NEBRASKA: Weather continue to be the topic in the plain states and the Midwest during June. Drought conditions 

continue to hamper the regions.  Statewide, Kansas and Nebraska recorded temperatures six to ten degrees above normal, while receiving less than fifty 
percent of normal precipitation. Iowa and Missouri also recorded record breaking temperatures. Triple digit temperatures broke many daily records. 

Above normal temperatures and precipitation has caused a great deal of crop loss, vegetation and floral sources for pollen and nectar flow. An 
opportunity to capture an early and heavy flow of dandelion was missed due to the fact that the bees were not ready.  Early sources were ahead 

of the calendar season. Drought conditions have caused swarming as bees are hungry and looking for food. Honey prices are high and demand is great.       
 

INDIANA:  Temperatures for the month of June brought unseasonably warm and dry temperatures for the state.  Most of the beekeepers reported that 

their bees were in fair to good condition.  They also reported a good honey flow for the early part of the month but came to a halt as temperatures reached 

triple digits during the latter part of the month.  A few Beekeepers reported light to normal supplemental feeding but very little bee activity due to the 

heat.  Demand for honey for the month of June was moderate to fairly good at generally unchanged prices.   
 

KENTUCKY:  April through June has been a remarkable period for honey production – perhaps the largest honey crop in the past 10 to 20 years.  Many 
beekeepers are having trouble getting their supers on fast enough.  Beekeeping supply companies are selling honey bottles and equipment very quickly.  

This is due to an unusual combination of weather patterns.  A mild winter and early spring allowed rapid colony buildup.  Early bloom allowed bees to 

collect nectar beginning several months earlier than normal.  Relatively dry weather in May and June allowed bees to fly nearly every day.  Low 

humidity allowed bees to ripen their honey quickly.  Another bonus is that hot (over 90 degrees) dry weather kills varroa mites.  But all is not good.  The 
dry weather of May and June is starting to cause serious problems.  Most of Kentucky is now under drought conditions, especially the western half of the 

state.  Late June gave the state consecutive days in the 90’s and 100’s without rain, and this is expected to continue through the first week of July.  
Eventually we will see the bees begin to consume honey instead of make it.  Careless beekeepers who do not leave enough honey on their hives for the 

bees may see their bees starve by the end of summer.  At this time it is difficult to inspect the hives – as many supers are too heavy. 

 

LOUISIANA:  Pollen and nectar sources received during June were from various trees and wild flowers.  Colonies were in generally good condition.  

Weather conditions saw strong storms and above normal temperatures.   Supply and demand were fairly good. 
. 

MICHIGAN:   The lower half of Michigan has been very dry and has limited honey flow to fairly light –moderate levels.  The upper half of the state has 

received adequate rainfall and beekeepers in those areas have reported good honey flow.  Swarms were reported the early half of the month, and 

beekeepers had excellent capture statistics.  During the month, the bloom time frame was shorter than normal due to hot and dry conditions.  Bees 
foraged on basswood, yellow and white sweet clover, raspberries, sumac, alfalfa and white Dutch clover.   Demand for honey at local farmers markets 

remained strong.  Some beekeepers expect prices to increase slightly if dry conditions continue. 
 

MINNESOTA:  A mix of clear to partly cloudy skies prevailed throughout Minnesota during the month of June.   These sky conditions led to above 
normal temperatures and below normal precipitation across most of the state.  The growing season continues to be about 2 to 3 weeks ahead of normal. 

According to the U.S. Drought Monitor, almost the entire State of Minnesota is listed as being near normal on precipitation and soil moisture conditions.   

The exception is the Northwest part of the state which is now listed as being in a short term moderate drought.  Growing degree days (GDD), 

accumulated from March 1 to June 30 are ahead of normal in all reporting stations in.   Minnesota beekeepers actively have their hives working in the 

state at this time.   At the present time, the flow of honey is primarily from clover, sweet clover, fletch, basswood trees and alfalfa.  Some beekeepers in 
the state have needed to provide three rounds of supplemental feeding of corn syrup to their bees, to maintain their health.   Beekeepers have indicated 

that the supplemental feeding has been necessary due to the hives being stalled and not producing new brood.  The stalled hives have left gaps in number 

of foraging bees.  Spring bee losses have been up to 25 percent.  Beekeepers stated that these acute bee losses were caused partially by chemicals sprayed 

on corn to prevent the influx of army worms.  Additional losses of bees have been caused by the corn seed treatment clothianidin, which seems to have a 
systemic affect on the corn and adversely affects the bees when they come in contact with these plants.  According to beekeepers the sub-lethal effects of 

these toxins has killed foraging bees and thus disrupted the natural hive growth stages.   The ability of the hive to produce a good crop of honey as a 

result of these hive growth gaps appears to be greatly diminished.    It is anticipated that many beekeepers will begin extracting new crop honey by 

September.  Beekeepers are hoping the moisture continues to help the vegetative cover produce pollen and nectar for the bees.     Demand for honey 
continues to be excellent in Minnesota as beekeepers await the harvest of their 2012 crop.  Minnesota beekeepers anticipate good prices for new 2012 

crop honey.     
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MISSISSIPPI: June was very hot in most areas of the state. Some areas in the mid to northern part of the state did receive rain when needed. Most 

beekeepers report that the bees are in good shape and expect the crop to be better than last year. Beekeepers plan to start pulling honey the first week of 

July, weather permitting. The bees were collecting pollen from pepper vines, red vines and the last of the tallow tree blossoms. 

 
MONTANA: The weather in June was very warm and dry across most of Montana with about average temperatures and below normal amounts of 

precipitation. By month’s end, topsoil moisture measurements measured 18 percent very short, 35 percent short, 45 percent adequate, and 2 percent 
surplus. Subsoil moisture measured 43 percent short and very short, and 57 percent adequate or surplus. During June colony health was reported as 

generally good. Returning colonies from Oregon and Washington joined other colonies already in the field across Montana. With the dry, windy 
conditions, most honey flows were limited as the yellow and white cover, wild flowers, and dry land alfalfa dried up. Irrigated alfalfa fields were 

available. Demand for honey was reported as good. 

 

NEW ENGLAND: New England weather for the month of June generally ranged from cool to mild with a few hot and humid days.  Early weather 
patterns were hurting all facets of honeybee activity, forging, mating, brood rearing, pollination, honey producing, etc. The precipitation levels have 

created adequate moisture conditions for the entire region.  Keepers report that ideal conditions would be high humidity with 70 to 90 degree 

temperatures. Many floral, pollen and nectar sources were blooming earlier than usual such as grass clovers, honeysuckle, wildflowers, herbs, knapweed, 

loosestrife, catalpa, and buckwheat as well as linden (basswood), tulip popular, sumac, black locust and blooming fruit trees and vegetable crop 

plantings. Reportedly providing excellent blooms were berry crops, especially strawberries. Vegetable crops showing good bloom were melons, 
cucumbers, tomatoes, peppers, squash and pumpkins. The higher elevation areas have extremely high floral nectar levels such that when good summer 

weather occurs, these regions will offer heavy honey flow possibilities. Northern regions are now offering heavy bloom of autumn olive, black locust, 
linden and tulip popular trees. The main pollen and nectar sources currently are lavender, anise hyssop, holly, cinquefoil, vetch, ailanthus, swamp 

dogwood, chickweed, ibota, sumac, catalpa, sweet clover as well as a variety of flowering trees and wild flowers. Early harvested honey was reportedly 
some of the highest quality and lightly colored ever harvested. Commercial beekeepers have moved pollination services from apples to cranberries. 

Currently, pollination fees are $75.00 to $100.00 mostly $80.00 per hive with 4- hives per pallet and 1 pallet minimum with the addition of transportation 
cost requirements. Farmers are ahead of schedule on many crops and the pollination of squash and cucumbers started the beginning of June.  Much of the 

season is ahead of normal activities. Reports of swarm activity have been extremely high especially in regional areas near salt and/or fresh water sources. 
This is the time of year that Supercedure and swarm cells can be starting to materialize. Seasoned beekeepers are monitoring their colonies often, adding 

supers or making splits and divides when hives become too crowded.  In regional pocket areas where weather was clearly seasonal, colony strength 

numbers increased dramatically and swarms were numerous. Clearly in many other regional areas, colony strength did not get up to speed as early as 

usual due to inclement weather and the cooler nights. Reportedly, some keepers lost hives due to a continuance of rain preventing bees from foraging 

thus there was no surplus honey stores and nectar sources were not fully processed. Consequently, unchecked hives ran out of stores and the bees starved 
to death. The wet weather kept bees home bound thus drawing and honey production slowed with honey supers not filling up with some keepers feeding,  

particularly this year’s new hives. Feeding is especially important on the hives that are drawing out new comb. Many keepers advise to keep sugar 
feedings going in order to strengthen nectar buildup and to also add two supers at a time instead of a single. Many keepers claim that the spring/early 

summer honey harvested has been delayed by 2-3 weeks due to the several spells of cold, wet weather. Many keepers have expressed their delight in the 

early extraction of extremely lightly colored honey from black locust trees. The amber colored seems to be sourced from dandelion, Dutch clover and 

yellow sweet clover. Regionally, over the last two weeks of the month, New England has experienced stronger nectar collection and if the weather stays 
sunny, we may get a strong June honey crop after all.  June is a major honey producing month for the Northeast and we have lost several weeks of 

production due to the wet weather. Keepers are hoping that the rest of the summer will give way to sunny weather hence, giving bees a chance to catch 
up. Some keepers report that they are keeping their mite populations down by using screened bottom boards, sugar dusting and implementing the drone 

brood frame program which seriously interrupts the mite breeding cycle. Many bee associations that bulk purchase new packages from the south have 

started to include a hive beetle trap with each package that is ordered. This year we also are seeing varroa mites reaching damaging numbers earlier than 

is normally expected. Demand at all retail/wholesale outlets remains good and honey sales remain firm. Prices quoted for retail 1lb bottled units were 

strong and quoted at $7.00 to $10.00 mostly $9.00 and occasionally higher inclusive of all varieties; for food service operations prices were strong with 5 
gallon units selling at $175.00 to $215.00 mostly $200.00 occasionally higher for all raw and natural honey depending on variety and quality.           

 

NEW YORK: Conditions vary across the state.  In the Eastern Catskills, swarming activity kept many beekeepers busy.  Warm temperatures in early 

spring prompted early splits.  Beekeepers could barely keep up with the number of frames needed for hives.  Later freezes though saw some bee losses.   
Hot and dry weather during June still produced good honey flows from basswood, sumac, sweet clover, mint and wild thyme.  The Western New York 

beekeepers have been battling continuing bee losses that are believed to be due to pesticide usage and armyworms.  Hundreds of hives have been lost 
since mid-May as beekeepers await test results to determine the cause.   In spite of these losses, honey flows have been decent with bees foraging on 

sumac, yellow and sweet clover, and heavy supplies of basswood. 
 

NORTH CAROLINA: Temperatures and precipitation in North Carolina were mostly below normal for June.  For the week ending June 30, statewide 

soil moisture levels were rated at 10 percent very short, 45 percent short, 43 percent adequate and 2 percent surplus.  The North Carolina Drought 

Council reported 35 counties as abnormally dry and 17 counties as experiencing moderate drought conditions.  Bees appear to be healthy and populations 

in the hives are above normal.  Honey flow for North Carolina has been average to above average.  Bees have been working Sumac, various clovers 
(Landino white clover, Sweet clover, and Aslike clover), Heartsease, Smartweed, Basswood or Linden, and Sourwood.  The clover blooms have been 

fairly heavy this season and the Sourwood bloom has been fairly light; the resulting honey is expected to be a heavy mix of the two with the clover 

having a more pronounced influence.  Demand and sales of honey are good to very good.  Going into July beekeepers will begin making plans for 

treatment options for the Varroa mite after the Sourwood flow ends and mite counts should be done late July and early August.  If requeening hives, 
plans are made in early July to order queens so they will be available at the end of the honey flow. 

 

NORTH & SOUTH DAKOTA:   The weather has mostly been helping crops around the area. Despite some localized storms, much of the region 

remained dry with some above average temperatures.  Plants have begun to show some stress. Sunflower planting is generally complete and emergence is 
well on the way. Bees continue working alfalfa and various other sources. 
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OHIO: Hot dry conditions have stressed hives in the latter half of the month.  The dry conditions ushered an outbreak of mites, which thrive in hot dry 

weather.  Although honey flows were good early, only an average flow was reported by the end of the month.  Some beekeepers provided supplemental 

food sources to help with the early splits.  Major forage sources included sumacs, sweet clovers, and basswood.    

 

OKLAHOMA: Pollen and nectar sources received during June were from various trees, wild flowers and various crops.  Colonies were in good 
condition.  Weather conditions were good throughout the month, with very warm temperatures and normal rainfall.  Demand is high while supplies are 

not available.  Prices were reported  at $2.25 lb.    
 

OREGON:   The weather continued slightly cooler and wetter than average for most of Oregon during June. Topsoil moisture measurements at the end of 
June measured 1 percent very short, 20 percent short, 73 percent adequate, 6 percent surplus, very similar to last year’s measurements for the same time 

period. Subsoil moisture measured 17percent short and very short, while 83 percent of subsoil moisture measurements were adequate or surplus. During 

June bee colony health was reported to be generally good with regular maintenance. Wild plants such as wild flowers, dandelions, yellow and white 

clover, alfalfa, and blueberries were sources of pollen and nectar for the bees. Honey demand was reported to be good. 
 

SOUTH CAROLINA:  No report issued. 

 

TENNESSEE:  No report issued. 

 
TEXAS: Pollen and nectar sources received during June were from wildflowers, cotton, agricultural crops, and various trees.  Colonies were in generally 

good condition.   Weather conditions have seen above normal temperatures, with periods of rain.   Supply and demand remain good.   
 

 
UTAH:   During the month of June it has been hot, dry and windy in Utah.   The hot, dry and windy weather has reduced vegetative cover, thereby 

reducing the potential for pollen and nectar for the bees.  Windy conditions have also influenced flying time for the bees.   There was a late frost the first 
week of June which adversely affected vegetative cover utilized by bees for pollen and nectar.  Clear to partly cloudy skies prevailed throughout the state 

during the month.   Above normal temperatures and below normal precipitation were present across most of Utah in June.  According to the U.S. Drought 
Monitor, most the Utah is listed as being in a moderate to extreme drought.   At the present, eastern areas of the state are in the most extreme drought 

condition.   Growing degree days (GDD), accumulated from March 1 to June 30 are ahead of normal in all reporting stations in Utah.   Utah beekeepers 

actively have their hives working in the state at this time.   Presently the flow of honey is primarily from irrigated alfalfa.   It is anticipated that many 

beekeepers will begin extracting new crop honey by the middle of July.   Beekeepers from Utah have reported that their bees continue to look healthy, 

but an increasing level of mites could become a problem as the summer continues.   Demand for honey continues to be excellent in Utah as beekeepers 
await the harvest of their 2012 crop.  Utah beekeepers anticipate good prices for new 2012 crop honey.     

 
WASHINGTON:  Summer has reached the northwest with temperatures reaching into the 90s and near 100F. Most areas are dry, but irrigation supplies 

are adequate. Row crops are coming on as fruit growers work their way through cherry harvest, summer apples and pear thinning. Bees are currently 

looking good and working various summer floral sources. 

 
WISCONSIN:   Weather for the northern part of the state was generally hot and humid, as temperatures were hot and dry for the central and southern part 

of the state for the month of June.  Most beekeepers report very little bee activity due to the heat index.  The early part of the month beekeepers reported 
bees feeding on basswood and other flowers but as temperatures began to get into the triple digits.  There was not much around.  Most beekeepers 

reported that there were not any mite problems, but are checking their hives as weather permits for evidence.  Beekeepers reported a good honey flow 

during the earlier part of the month, but slowed down the honey flow as temperatures soared the latter part of the month.  Demand for honey is good as 

honey prices are generally unchanged. 

 

 

 

U.S Exports of Honey By Country, Quantity, and Value 
 
 Year to Date  May 2012 

 Quantity Value Quantity Value 

  Kilograms Dollars Kilograms Dollars 

COMB & NATURAL HONEY PACKAGED FOR RETAIL SALE - - -      
Bahamas, The 7,395 27,488 691 3,430 

Bahrain 24,145 58,608 0 0 

Barbados 7,126 43,462 1,742 10,688 

Bermuda 1,630 10,847 0 0 

Brazil 4,896 11,884 0 0 

Cayman Islands 1,155 6,934 593 3,484 

Germany(*) 6,949 25,222 6,949 25,222 

Guyana 7,020 37,860 3,510 18,930 

Hong Kong 31,183 155,285 0 0 

Iceland 6,615 18,559 180 2,940 

Indonesia 147,096 357,045 45,310 109,981 

Ireland 1,285 3,119 1,285 3,119 

Israel(*) 81,200 411,684 0 0 

Japan 148,907 641,373 30,836 123,264 
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Korea, South 3,924 11,016 0 0 

Kuwait 127,538 499,050 34,364 272,888 

Leeward-Windward Islands(*) 726 3,960 0 0 

Malaysia 1,695 7,590 0 0 

Mexico 49,869 121,049 0 0 

Netherlands Antilles(*) 4,321 18,717 871 5,344 

Panama 6,968 42,752 1,742 10,688 

Philippines 184,049 455,414 45,733 111,009 

Poland 22,944 55,692 0 0 

Saudi Arabia 53,341 129,475 0 0 

Singapore 20,786 58,028 0 0 

Thailand 7,097 32,665 0 0 

United Arab Emirates 150,013 364,131 49,284 119,627 

Yemen(*) 303,427 1,330,370 80,745 340,800 

     

 

NATURAL HONEY, NOT ELSEWHERE INDICATED 

OR SPECIFIED - - -      
Australia(*) 2,280 7,038 0 0 

Bahamas, The 14,371 66,085 1,716 6,176 

Bahrain 3,674 7,128 0 0 

Barbados 8,832 14,790 0 0 

Bermuda 6,999 26,627 0 0 

Canada 154,045 546,542 51,815 171,275 

Cayman Islands 555 3,273 0 0 

China 851 5,637 0 0 

Hong Kong 6,451 31,572 0 0 

India 356,655 834,600 22,552 69,600 

Israel(*) 225,400 871,855 0 0 

Jamaica 8,491 33,700 0 0 

Japan 101,009 274,609 38,307 63,555 

Leeward-Windward Islands(*) 1,201 3,960 0 0 

Netherlands Antilles(*) 10,789 48,140 3,157 14,355 

Panama 672 4,610 0 0 

Philippines 1,542 12,139 0 0 

Saudi Arabia 18,000 92,606 0 0 

Thailand 7,316 17,758 0 0 

United Arab Emirates 17,439 118,714 0 0 

Vietnam 79,780 188,316 0 0 

     

GRAND TOTAL 2,439,652 8,148,978 421,382 1,486,375 

 

 

 

U.S Imports of Honey By Country, Quantity, and Value  

 
 

Year to Date  May 2012 

 Quantity Value CIF Value Quantity Value CIF Value 

 Kilograms Dollars Dollars Kilograms Dollars Dollars 

 

WHITE HONEY – NOT PACKAGED FOR RETAIL SALE - - -     

Argentina 4,690,250 13,613,981 13,972,676 825,611 2,375,713 2,429,487 

Brazil 152,326 531,019 557,340 19,040 52,836 56,836 

Canada 5,620,168 20,380,677 20,536,531 1,033,253 3,847,691 3,893,916 

Chile 96,512 277,000 285,000 19,448 56,398 57,398 

Egypt 4,338 8,676 9,237 0 0 0 

France(*) 393 4,967 5,424 0 0 0 

Hungary 614 7,728 8,367 480 3,864 4,184 

India 567,854 1,535,045 1,593,731 260,654 710,500 742,136 

Italy(*) 13,799 99,947 102,803 709 4,971 5,468 

Mexico 76,472 284,065 287,815 76,322 281,947 284,897 
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New Zealand(*) 23,164 46,328 46,599 0 0 0 

Spain 6,252 36,061 36,977 352 2,254 2,452 

Switzerland(*) 3,028 19,158 19,565 0 0 0 

United Kingdom 4,590 33,430 35,107 0 0 0 

Uruguay 113,987 343,381 352,005 19,165 58,453 61,619 

       

 

 

EXTRA LIGHT AMBER HONEY – NOT PACKAGED FOR RETAIL SALE - - -     

Argentina 9,371,393 27,154,054 28,096,047 2,142,445 6,273,859 6,477,877 

Australia(*) 19,501 70,204 72,204 0 0 0 

Brazil 1,458,288 4,900,612 5,066,051 337,762 1,060,251 1,104,964 

Canada 229,314 991,723 997,495 75,715 218,278 220,478 

Chile 454,086 1,236,533 1,284,912 187,421 507,244 522,294 

China 18,734 56,449 59,949 0 0 0 

France(*) 2,040 21,435 22,170 0 0 0 

India 3,967,435 10,564,788 11,102,313 1,359,315 3,683,477 3,869,471 

Indonesia 241,280 524,320 547,721 0 0 0 

Italy(*) 663 3,189 3,387 0 0 0 

Japan 10 2,871 2,970 10 2,871 2,970 

Malaysia 89,900 220,255 220,265 0 0 0 

Mexico 658,654 1,997,194 2,019,369 189,447 672,823 682,470 

Pakistan 19,000 47,500 50,000 19,000 47,500 50,000 

Thailand 56,360 125,464 130,965 0 0 0 

Ukraine 302,580 802,755 832,393 95,375 249,771 252,365 

Uruguay 996,657 2,690,612 2,802,667 114,235 326,476 340,575 

Vietnam 517,950 1,295,141 1,360,179 155,100 410,685 433,017 

       

LIGHT AMBER HONEY – NOT PACKAGED FOR RETAIL SALE –      

Argentina 2,886,878 8,265,746 8,500,211 602,127 1,741,271 1,792,871 

Australia(*) 1,218 14,749 14,750 1,218 14,749 14,750 

Austria 12,391 114,630 120,660 370 3,443 3,699 

Brazil 2,031,789 5,902,136 6,134,294 394,636 1,120,157 1,160,092 

Canada 38,322 119,278 120,079 0 0 0 

Chile 555,878 1,463,010 1,508,400 133,386 351,311 357,067 

Dominican Republic 203,569 515,939 542,942 57,340 140,491 146,124 

France(*) 975 11,196 11,462 0 0 0 

Germany(*) 50,917 212,860 221,288 0 0 0 

Greece 1,545 15,627 16,057 0 0 0 

Hong Kong 3,420 21,321 21,660 0 0 0 

India 4,478,170 11,288,433 11,941,080 1,559,781 3,962,732 4,200,342 

Indonesia 121,996 267,989 288,989 0 0 0 

Ireland 292 3,114 3,177 0 0 0 

Italy(*) 2,855 40,444 43,018 301 4,782 5,038 

Japan 4,654 11,403 11,880 0 0 0 

Malaysia 1,539,642 3,741,899 3,904,032 484,615 1,186,535 1,231,910 

Mexico 491,400 1,347,360 1,391,040 189,000 512,400 529,200 

New Zealand(*) 47,975 237,562 239,663 2,964 127,286 128,787 

Poland 1,231 7,594 8,068 0 0 0 

Russia 2,360 38,638 42,188 0 0 0 

Spain 4,652 38,841 39,680 800 5,121 5,199 

Switzerland(*) 302 2,817 2,994 0 0 0 

Thailand 36,600 86,560 86,924 0 0 0 

Turkey 523,021 1,265,649 1,377,651 2,017 12,460 12,461 
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Ukraine 37,200 100,812 108,812 0 0 0 

Uruguay 4,174,085 11,079,252 11,330,679 1,182,478 3,166,363 3,233,134 

Vietnam 3,829,520 9,457,338 9,944,398 862,280 2,196,218 2,288,278 

       

 

NOT OTHERWISE SPECIFIED OR INDICATED ---       
Argentina 152,450 414,141 417,090 38,488 97,755 98,143 

Armenia 452 3,510 4,123 452 3,510 4,123 

Brazil 97,340 260,151 272,410 37,520 89,298 92,195 

Canada 145,950 473,299 473,650 20,369 74,659 74,660 

Chile 56,265 149,309 153,956 37,446 99,367 102,462 

Dominican Republic 95,529 193,122 199,588 49,159 116,760 120,330 

France(*) 1,255 17,270 19,974 456 4,433 5,933 

Germany(*) 595 5,850 6,099 0 0 0 

Greece 1,209 16,323 18,323 0 0 0 

Hungary 3,252 16,985 17,985 0 0 0 

India 148,395 410,334 435,334 111,275 347,230 365,930 

Italy(*) 6,513 76,571 80,070 1,257 10,329 10,855 

Japan 1,958 6,306 6,534 0 0 0 

Lithuania 4,204 15,360 17,360 4,204 15,360 17,360 

Mexico 110,967 297,687 303,774 5,785 9,846 9,890 

Moldova 2,058 11,516 13,217 0 0 0 

New Zealand(*) 341,620 1,823,490 1,866,029 98,972 579,618 593,965 

Poland 4,389 36,839 40,989 0 0 0 

Russia 504 5,785 6,287 0 0 0 

Saudi Arabia 6,000 5,400 6,132 0 0 0 

Spain 2,839 20,657 22,021 0 0 0 

Taiwan 268,860 597,524 628,489 114,840 247,288 262,128 

Thailand 55,430 121,946 122,992 0 0 0 

Ukraine 1,800 3,910 4,285 0 0 0 

United Kingdom 10,235 32,957 35,707 0 0 0 

Uruguay 207,841 525,894 536,719 37,096 96,201 96,746 

Vietnam 887,100 2,090,454 2,151,482 268,500 618,204 653,791 

       

       

       

COMB AND RETAIL HONEY –        

       

Argentina 6,001 28,710 31,210 0 0 0 

Armenia 8,619 73,088 75,235 0 0 0 

Austria 3,644 44,331 46,188 352 5,067 5,298 

Belgium-Luxembourg(*) 894 12,026 12,513 0 0 0 

Brazil 39,260 119,258 127,383 37,488 108,716 116,580 

Bulgaria 51,008 195,531 207,042 12,361 48,795 50,966 

Canada 287,463 1,626,913 1,632,041 23,156 134,395 135,095 

Chile 294 3,828 3,831 294 3,828 3,831 

Croatia 3,645 29,738 30,386 0 0 0 

Dominican Republic 4,217 6,812 7,877 1,887 3,162 3,278 

France(*) 59,843 617,750 648,958 12,770 150,490 158,499 

Germany(*) 80,797 435,850 452,788 13,434 79,176 82,366 

Greece 9,232 74,171 79,191 1,558 17,736 19,397 

Guatemala 1,133 2,753 2,929 0 0 0 

Hungary 4,320 20,519 22,046 1,440 6,458 6,899 

India 139,359 499,461 521,147 74,382 258,209 269,387 

Israel(*) 4,111 18,600 18,629 0 0 0 

Italy(*) 8,738 86,934 88,421 270 2,137 2,237 

Lebanon 2,565 28,875 30,675 0 0 0 

Lithuania 5,148 24,167 26,584 0 0 0 
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Malaysia 59,601 60,935 60,938 0 0 0 

Mexico 18,582 57,601 63,361 18,582 57,601 63,361 

Moldova 8,015 29,763 32,933 4,648 10,447 11,633 

New Zealand(*) 60,333 613,014 630,180 12,370 116,429 118,835 

Poland 19,443 53,060 57,445 3,591 10,001 11,554 

Portugal 4,416 30,646 31,858 0 0 0 

Russia 3,555 29,635 32,654 0 0 0 

Saudi Arabia 95 3,240 3,340 95 3,240 3,340 

Serbia 2,417 17,123 18,023 0 0 0 

Slovenia 700 4,613 4,760 0 0 0 

Spain 76,800 519,561 535,660 22,080 144,839 149,682 

Switzerland(*) 26,112 211,152 220,918 4,243 36,396 38,320 

Taiwan 56,202 100,415 108,050 8,067 24,569 25,439 

Turkey 29,889 168,593 173,192 2,052 10,650 11,299 

Ukraine 34,246 117,278 129,006 19,455 62,843 69,127 

Uruguay 38,400 105,216 110,103 0 0 0 

Vietnam 26,000 75,377 79,077 12,000 36,310 37,510 

Zambia 2,985 44,145 44,386 1,990 29,430 29,521 

       

 

FLAVORED HONEY –        

Canada 10,136 94,492 95,917 8,699 42,815 42,973 

China 101,561 182,416 201,973 33,094 60,300 67,555 

Egypt 2,400 5,250 5,500 0 0 0 

France(*) 4,253 20,920 21,587 173 2,420 2,480 

Greece 240 3,815 4,051 0 0 0 

India 520 3,432 3,518 520 3,432 3,518 

Italy(*) 1,876 33,405 34,140 1,172 14,197 14,588 

Japan 90 17,934 18,034 0 0 0 

Korea, South 40,136 829,646 856,438 2,592 71,599 75,985 

Mexico 74,216 750,940 756,247 7,849 97,368 97,569 

Poland 1,015 4,470 4,916 0 0 0 

Portugal 274 2,435 2,473 0 0 0 

Spain 2,956 18,296 20,332 0 0 0 

Taiwan 9,674 19,031 20,345 2,428 6,631 7,086 

Thailand 26,160 112,622 116,730 19,974 89,254 92,730 

United Kingdom 264 3,454 3,461 0 0 0 

Vietnam 4,608 26,300 26,963 0 0 0 

       

 

 

ORGANIC HONEY –        

Australia(*) 18,408 156,654 167,312 9,240 78,327 83,670 

Brazil 1,106,884 3,372,872 3,449,830 419,704 1,282,281 1,307,319 

Canada 76,353 399,108 403,587 18,579 122,880 123,180 

Dominican Republic 35,641 81,199 81,201 0 0 0 

Greece 8,368 113,582 116,566 0 0 0 

Italy(*) 4,438 64,257 65,787 576 8,108 8,331 

Mexico 166,564 554,013 554,923 18,960 62,568 62,678 

New Zealand(*) 242 6,653 8,153 0 0 0 

Taiwan 3,150 12,390 12,743 0 0 0 

       

GRAND TOTAL 56,363,968 166,311,617 171,810,614 14,062,116 41,106,143 42,525,453 

 

Notes: 

1. Data Source: Department of Commerce, U.S. Census Bureau, Foreign Trade Statistics 

2. All zeroes for a data item may show that statistics exist in the other import type. Consumption or General. 

3. (*) denotes a country that is a summarization of its component countries. 

4. Users should use cautious interpretation on QUANTITY reports using mixed units of measure.  
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    QUANTITY line items will only include statistics on the units of measure that are equal to, or are  
    able to be converted to, the assigned unit of measure of the grouped commodities. 
5. The CIF Value is not included within the 13th month data loads. This means that the CIF Value will be zero (0)  
    for any records that are inserted during this process. 

6. Product Group : Harmonized 
 


