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India’s Reaction to Highly Pathogenic Avian Influenza
India reported a confirmed outbreak of Avian influenza virus type H5N1
on February 18, 2006.   The outbreaks occurred in western state of
Maharashtra, in the small town of  Navapur, Nandurbar district, in
chickens in both commercial and backyard farms.

India began culling and stamping out all domestic poultry within a
radius of about 3-4 km, which included Surat District, Gujarate State,
which borders Nandurbar.  Official also sealed off Navapur, with a
population of about 30,000, and no one was allowed to enter or leave
the town and 19 nearby villages.

Initial plans to cull between 500,000 and 700,000 birds were
constrained by a shortage of workers and supplies such as masks
and gloves.  Authorities then ordered 48 poultry farms around Navapur
to remain shut for three months after the poultry is slaughtered.

Maharashtra state has a large poultry industry and about 80 percent of
the population in Navapur draws its income from poultry farming.  The
government will reimburse poultry owners for the chickens culled, but
leaving farms empty for three months will result in a major economical
loss for the area.

Poultry sales plummeted in wholesale markets. The weak demand
pushed prices on chicken from Rs 40 a kilo before HPAI was reported
to Rs 24 on February 22. India’s state-run and private airlines and
railways, the Indian military and Parliament removed poultry and eggs
from their menu.

India's Chicken meat and Hen Egg Production '000 MT

2001 2002 2003 2004 2005
Chicken Meat 1,250 1,400 1,600 1,650 1,900
Hen Eggs 2,151 2,217 2,371 2,464 2,492

India ranked fifth in world egg production and has a large poultry sector.
In 2004 India produced 1.65 million metric tons of poultry meat and
46,800 million eggs. Estimated poultry meat production for 2005 was
1.9 million metric tons. Total poultry population was 489 million in
2003, up 45 percent from 337 million in 1997. Andra Pradash ranked
first with 102.3 million, followed by Tamil Nadu with 86.6 million,
Uttarnachal West with 60.7 million and Marharashtra with 38.0 million.

Avian Influenza In Europe
Wild fowl have tested positive for H5N1 in Austria, Bulgaria, Croatia,
Denmark, France, Germany, Greece, Italy, Romania, Russia, Slovakia,
Slovenia, Turkey and the Ukraine and for H5 in Bosnia & Herzegovina,
Hungary, and Switzerland. France became the first country in the
European Union to have H5N1 confirmed on a farm when a turkey flock
of 11,700 young birds tested positive on February 25, 2006.  The last
time highly pathogenic avian was reported in France was in 1948.

The European Commission approved proposals to allow France and
the Netherlands to carry out targeted preventive vaccinations on poultry,
for specific birds in specified regions. In France, vaccination is approved
for ducks and geese, which are difficult to bring indoors, in three
departments (counties) deemed to be at high risk for avian influenza.
Two of the three departments have opted for confinement rather than
vaccination. Around 700,00 to 900,000 birds are expected to be
vaccinated.  France is the largest poultry producer in the EU and the
fourth largest poultry exporter in the world. The Netherlands is the
second largest poultry producer in the EU.

2005 Chicken and Turkey Production and Exports in metric tons
                                         Chicken                              Turkey

Production Export Production Export
France 900,000 234,000 540,000 78,000
*Benelux 1,080,000 220,000 n/a 16,000
*Belgium, Netherlands, Luxumburg
n/a - not available

In the Netherlands, the vaccination plan applies to hobby poultry and to
free-range laying hens throughout the entire country. There are about
1-3 million hobby birds and about 5 million free-range laying hens in
the Netherlands. The vaccination will be provided on a voluntary basis
as an alternative to the requirement that birds be kept indoors. All bio-
security measures, such as feeding birds under cover, will still have to
be applied.

Japan and Hong Kong placed temporary bans on poultry imports from
France due to the avian influenza outbreak and Japan threatened to
ban poultry from the Netherlands if  they implement a vaccination
program. Japan and Hong Kong are major export markets for French
and Dutch poultry and eggs. By February 27, some 20 countries had
placed restrictions on imports from France.

Several countries do not import poultry products from countries with a
vaccination program. As a general rule, the EU does not accept fresh
poultry meat from countries which have carried out a vaccination program
against highly pathogenic Avian Influenza in the previous 12 months.
The EU said special rules permitting imports of fresh poultry meat
from countries with animal health and food safety standards equal to
or equivalent to EU standards might be adopted on a case-by-case
basis.

Source:  Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO),  World Organization
for Animal Health (OIE), European Commission, USDA/Foreign

MT '000$ MT '000$ MT '000$ MT '000$
2002   450 407 15,128 13,807 12,426 13,608 3,366 8,893
2003 4,473 4,422 42,319 29,912 6,969 12,675 3,239 10,717
2004 1,404 1,407 48,582 37,416 3,248 13,281 2,202 6,265

Source:Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO),  World Organization
for Animal Health (OIE)

                                              Dried
Chicken Meat Hen Eggs  Liquid Eggs      Whole, Yolks

India: Chicken Meat, Hen Eggs, and Egg Products Exports
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EASTERN REGION MECHANICALLY SEPARATED CHICKEN
F.O.B. SHIPPER DOCK OR EQUIVALENT, PRICES NEGOTIATED
FOR MECHANICALLY SEPARATED CHICKEN IN THE EASTERN
REGION IN TRUCKLOT AND LESS THAN TRUCKLOT VOLUMES,
CENTS PER POUND, DELIVERY WITHIN TWO WEEKS.

Feb 24, 2006
CHICKEN WITH SKIN ADDED

---- PRICES ---- ----- VOLUME -----
FAT
CONTENT FROZEN FRESH TOTAL EXPORT
15% OR LESS
RANGE 17.50 16.00-19.00 424,000 -
WTD AVERAGE 17.50 17.33

15-20%
RANGE 14.75-21.00 12.00-17.00 1,692,000 932,000
WTD AVERAGE 18.17 14.05

20% OR MORE
RANGE - 14.00 80,000 -
WTD AVERAGE 14.00

* INCLUDES THE STATES of CT, DE, FL, GA, MA, MD, ME, NC, NH,
NJ, NY, PA, RI, SC, VA, VT, WV

CENTRAL REGION MECHANICALLY SEPARATED CHICKEN
F.O.B. SHIPPER DOCK OR EQUIVALENT, PRICES NEGOTIATED
FOR MECHANICALLY SEPARATED CHICKEN IN THE CENTRAL
REGION IN TRUCKLOT AND LESS THAN TRUCKLOT VOLUMES,
CENTS PER POUND, DELIVERY WITHIN TWO WEEKS.

Feb 24, 2006
CHICKEN WITH SKIN ADDED

---- PRICES ---- ----- VOLUME -----
FAT
CONTENT FROZEN FRESH TOTAL EXPORT
15% OR LESS
RANGE - 19.00 20,400 -
WTD AVERAGE 19.00

15-20%
RANGE 12.00-14.50 11.00-18.00  1,030,800 563,200
WTD AVERAGE 12.42 14.85

20% OR MORE
RANGE - - - -
WTD AVERAGE

* INCLUDES THE STATES of AL, AR, IA, IL, IN, KS, KY, LA, MI, MN,MO,
MS, ND, NE, OK, OH, SD, TN, TX, WI

 U.S./Canadian Live Poultry Slaughtered Under Inspection
 W/E 18-Feb-06 (PRELIMINARY)

 U.S. Fowl Slaughtered Domestically

Light Heavy Total
 Hens  Hens         Hens

                                   -----------------Thousands----------------------
Head 1,029 1,294 2,323
Last Week 1,269 1,349 2,618
Same week yr ago 1,277 1,161 2,438
To-date/2006 9,388 9,593 18,981
To-date/2005 9,757 8,674 18,431

U.S. Fowl Slaughtered in Canada

Light Heavy Total
 Hens  Hens         Hens

                                   -----------------Thousands----------------------
Head 361 0 361
Last Week 313 0 313
Same week yr ago 337 0 337
To-date/2006 1,909 7 1,916
To-date/2005 2,232 4 2,236

Data Source: Agriculture and Agri-Food Canada, AISD, AID, Poultry Section
Total U.S. Fowl slaughtered in the U.S. and Canada

Light Heavy Total
 Hens  Hens         Hens

                                   -----------------Thousands----------------------
Head 1,390 1,294 2,684
Last Week 1,582 1,349 2,931
Same week yr ago 1,614 1,161 2,775
To-date/2006 11,297 9,600 20,897
To-date/2005 11,989 8,678 20,667
Source: USDA/AMS Poultry Programs, Market News Branch
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Inspected Egg Products-U.S. & Canada Export/Import Trade

U.S. Exports to Canada, in Pounds (000) (Preliminary)

Week Ending February 18, 2006                Year-To-Date
TYPE 2006 2005  1/ 2006  2/ 2005
Liquid 209 361 1,461 1,766
Frozen 0 0 40 0
Dried 40 40 80 61
Total 249 401 1,581 1,827

U.S. Imports From Canada, in Pounds (000) (Preliminary)

Week Ending February 18, 2006 Year-To-Date
TYPE 2006 2005  1/ 2006  2/ 2005
Liquid 86 168 384 1,663
Frozen 6 45 163 158
Dried 0 0 0 160
Total 92 213 547 1,981
Inspected Shell Eggs

U.S Exports To Canada, In 30-Dozen Cases (Preliminary)

Week Ending February 18, 2006 Year-To-Date
TYPE 2006 2005  1/ 2006  2/ 2005
Jumbo 0 0 0 0
Extra Large 930 10,210 4,410 38,530
Large 1,110 26,619 6,450 81,304
Medium 1,488 1,500 6,258 6,315
Ungraded 750 602 3,200 1,472
Misc 0 0 0 1,500
Total 4,278 38,931 20,318 129,121

1/ Comparable Week, to-date figures may not total due to rounding.
2/ Includes revisions to previous week(s).
Data Source: Agriculture and Agri-Food Canada, AISD, AID, Poultry Section
Source:  USDA/AMS Poultry Programs, Market News Branch.
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1/ CODES FOR LAST SIGNIFICANT TRADE (L.S.T.):  M=MONDAY  T=TUESDAY  W=WEDNESDAY  R=THURSDAY  F=FRIDAY
2/  Product contains 15-20% fat with skin added.

NATIONAL YOUNG TURKEY PARTS AND BULK MEAT,  INCLUDING BULK MEAT and FROZEN (UNLESS SPECIFIED), CENTS PER LB.,
DELIVERED FIRST RECEIVERS, PART AND FULL TRUCKLOTS AS OF 24 FEBRUARY 2006.

The market tone on white meat items was mostly steady. Supplies of fresh and frozen breast meat were at least adequate, destrapped
tenders, wing meat and scapula were adequate for the moderate demand. Retail feature activity was active on rotisserie breasts in the East
and breast cutlets in the East and Central regions. A less than trucklot volume of tails moved at 35 cents delivered. Demand into export
markets was slow. Spot loads of frozen mechanically separated turkey traded at open prices for March shipments.

EXPORT TRADING PRICE L.S.T. WTD AVG VOLUME
TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 21, 2006 RANGE CODE 1/ PRICE (000)
DRUMSTICKS, TOMS 43.00-45.00 44.00 120
WINGS FULL-CUT - TOMS
WINGS, V-TYPE, TOM 32.00 32.00 104
TAILS 37.00 37.00 40
MECHANICALLY SEPARATED 2/ F 19.00 40
THIGH MEAT - FROZEN 92.00-93.00 92.20 100

WEEKLY WEEKLY
EXPORT TRADING PRICE L.S.T.   WTD AVG VOLUME WTD AVG VOLUME
FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 24, 2006 RANGE CODE 1/ PRICE (000) PRICE (000)
DRUMSTICKS, TOMS 45.00 45.00 40 44.25 160
WINGS FULL-CUT - TOMS
WINGS, V-TYPE, TOM 38.00 38.00 104 36.00 312
TAILS T 37.00 40 37.00 40
MECHANICALLY SEPARATED 2/ R 21.00 40 21.00 40
THIGH MEAT - FROZEN R 86.07 300 89.12 556

EXPORT TRADING PRICE L.S.T. WTD AVG VOLUME
WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 22, 2006 RANGE CODE 1/ PRICE (000)
DRUMSTICKS, TOMS T 44.00 120
WINGS FULL-CUT - TOMS
WINGS, V-TYPE, TOM T 32.00 104
TAILS T 37.00 40
MECHANICALLY SEPARATED 4/ F 19.00 40
THIGH MEAT - FROZEN 93.00 93.00 156
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EXPORT TRADING PRICE L.S.T. WTD AVG VOLUME
THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 23, 2006 RANGE CODE 1/ PRICE (000)
DRUMSTICKS, TOMS T 44.00 120
WINGS FULL-CUT - TOMS
WINGS, V-TYPE, TOM 38.00 38.00 104
TAILS T 37.00 40
MECHANICALLY SEPARATED 2/ 21.00 21.00 40
THIGH MEAT - FROZEN 85.00-93.00 86.07 300

NO EXPORT TRADING REPORTED ON MONDAY, FEBRUARY 20, 2006
DUE TO PRESIDENT’S DAY HOLIDAY


